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Lesson for August 1 in this issue 
Lesson 5.—God Leads a People. 
Exodus 13 : 17 to 15 : ZL. 


Notes on Open Letters: 
“The Abysmal Ignorance of Premillen- 
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The Mystery of Calvary 


By Leona Dawson Cole 


EW and Gentile, scribe and Pharisee, 
Were in the mob that clamored for the tree, 
They followed up the hill but did not know 
That it was love, not scourge, that made 
Him go. 


The soldiers, ’mid the howling rabble bands, 

Made sure the spikes that tore His feet and 
hands. 

Their exultation pierced the murky air — 

But it was love, not nails, that held Him 
there. 


Persecution by Ridicule 

“As every intelligent person knows.” 
Do we ever hear that phrase nowadays? 
What does it usually mean? Simply that 
“old fashioned” belief in God, in the Bible 
as God’s infallible Word, in God’s judg- 
ment upon. sin, in Christ as God and the 
only Saviour, in his blood atonement, in 
the resurrection of Christ and of all men, 
and in the Lord’s personal, visible, bodily 
return to reign over this earth,—that all 
this is recognized by “every intelligent per- 
son” as belonging to “discredited myth 
and superstition,” for “really educated peo- 
ple” have now abandoned all such “fables.” 
A newspaper review of a book by a widely 


“known Modernist college professor, com- 


mending the book in highest terms, gives 
this picture of those who reject Modern- 
ism: “It is a book eminently capable of 
rousing the too great host of smug, self- 
sufficient, doctrine-bound, tradition-soaked, 


reactionary churchmen out of their stupor 


of overwhelming complacency.” That is 
the intelligentsia’s picture of the Christian. 
Persecution by ridicule is becoming increas- 
ingly popular; later,’ perhaps soon, it will 
not stop with ridicule but will go on to its 


logical end, persecution by physical vio- 
lence and death. But this up-to-date “wis- 
dom” of men is the antique, ancient, out- 
of-date ignorance of the fool who says in 
his. heart, “There is no God” (Psa. 14:1). 
The world by such wisdom knows not God 
(1 Cor. 1:21). God says this, and he 
says also, “I will destroy the wisdom of 
the wise, and will bring to nothing the 
understanding of the prudent,” who are “the 
intelligent people” (1 Cor. 1:19). God 
warns that the complacency of unbelief is 
doomed to a terrible awakening. 


x 
The Sermon That Arrives 


Some sermons start without ever arriv- 
ing. Their route is an aimless one. 
Readers of the Times recall gratefully the 
series of editorials on revival that was 
published here last autumn and = winter 
(now brought together in a valuable book) 
by Ernest M. Wadsworth, Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League. In a 
characteristic personal letter to the Editor, 


Mr. Wadsworth wrote, last autumn: “Be- 
ing so small in every way, the task of 
telling preachers how to preach requires 
the magnifying grace of God. It would 
be altogether presumptuous of me even to 
touch the topic which has. been treated by 
the princes of our preachers if it were not 
for divine revelation concerning preaching,” 
—that is, the revelation God has given us 
all in his Word, — “but the Lord has taught 
me something about the roots and the route 
that an effective sermon must have. As 
to the root, may I say what you will deeply 
appreciate, that too many sermons are of 
man, by man, sent directly to man, instead 
of being inspired by the Word of inspira- 
tion and finding their way to the hearts of 
hearers through God. As spiritual weapons 
are mighty only when they are used 
through God, so sermons are also made 
effective only through Him. “Through 
thee will we push down our enemies” (Psa. 
44:5). When the roots of a sermon are 
in the Word of God, and the route is 
directed by the Holy Spirit — that sermon 
will arrive. 


“The Word of the Lord Was Precious” 


A Missionary’s Testimony 


Epitor’s Note.—lIt is a privilege to pub- 
lish this account of a personal experience of 
testing and peril and blessing in the foreign 
mission field, written by a missionary of the 
China Inland Mission, Claude H. Thomas, 
who was taken home to be with the Lord 
soon after writing this. The title of this 
testimony is from 1 Samuel 3:1, and how 
abundantly God proved the preciousness of 
his Word to his children during those weeks 
in China when enemies were round La gg 
with the Lord standing between! God does 
not always deliver physically, as we know 
from many martyrdoms; but he always de- 
livers spiritually those who trust him. 

ATE in February, 1036, we learned 

that Communist troops had crossed 

the Yellow River into Shansi Prov- 
ince, but since the fighting was confined 
to districts north and west of us we felt 
quite safe in Hungtung. The American 
Consul kindly warned us that, unless we 
had reliable information concerning the sit- 
uation, we ought to remove to a place of com- 
paratively greater safety for a time: but 
our information seemed toe be reliable, and 
Hungtung certainly was quiet, so we felt 
justified in remaining there. 

On March 4 we received a long telegram 
from the Consul informing us that the 
situation had become more serious, and 
urging us to move elsewhere temporarily. 
There was a feeling of tenseness among 
the people, and some of the city gates were 


closed; but the trains were running as 
usual, and the district was peaceful. How- 
ever, we had no desire to be foolhardy, 
and we firmly believed that Romans 13 
taught obedience to our civil authorities; 
consequently we removed to Linfen for’ 
three or four days. 

Linfen is a city with better natural de- 
fenses, located twenty miles south of Hung- 
tung. While we were there the Hungtung 
and Linfen magistrates assured us that all 
was well, and that troops were coming to 
defend the places. Therefore we could re- 
turn to Hungtung with a clear conscience. 

For about a week all was well in Hung- 
tung. Then on Tuesday, March 16, the 
evening train returned from the north, un- 
able to get through; our missionaries who 
lived in the boys’ school outside the city 
were ordered inside immediately; the next 
morning all of the city gates were closed 
and sandbagged; and before Wednesday 
evening the boys’ school was occupied by 
the first allotment of Communist troops. 
When the invaders came south so sud- 
denly we were unable to escape. But since 
our consciences did. not condemn us for 
negligence we felt that we could have spe- 
cial boldness in looking to the Lord for 
help. 

The crackling and whistling of bullets 
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overhead told us that the city was sur- 
rounded, and that we could expect an at- 
tack any time. The city wall was de- 
fended by local men, most of whom had 
been hastily recruited, and who were in- 
experienced. Naturally our thoughts and 
prayers often had reference to the armies 
of Heaven. How many of these minister- 
ing spirits (Heb. 1:14) were sent forth 
for service on our behalf? Are angels 
assigned to represent all believers? Dean 
Alford declares that our Saviour’s words 
(Matt. 18:10), which reveal that the chil- 
dren’s angels always behold the face of 
the Father, have reference to the children 
of grace as well as to those who are chil- 
dren in years. 

On Friday, March 20, it was realized 
that the city would be attacked that night. 
Shortly after 1 A. M. a period of calm 
was followed by intensive rifle and machine 
gun fire, while scaling ladders were placed 
against the city wall. We stayed under 
cover, prayed, recalled the way in which 
the Lord turned back the proud hosts of 
Assyria in ancient times, and, like Paul, 
wished for the day. The attack was re- 
pulsed, and daylight found us unharmed and 
rejoicing. 

On Saturday, March 21, we were told 
that scaling ladders were being prepared in 
abundance throughout the countryside, and 
that a greater attack would be launched 
that night. One of the leaders of the de- 
fense had been. killed, and the result was 
a spirit of gloom in the city. Was it not 
a time in which people should “seek unto 
their God”? 

The dozen missionaries who assembled 
for prayer that day had great liberty in 
asking that God would confuse the counsel 
of the adversary, that he would cause them 
to hear a rumor and depart, that we might 
hear his voice within us saying, “I will 
defend this city.” In the evening the 
friends who lived on the mission compound 
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again had a refreshing season of prayer ; 
and. Mr. and Mrs. Anderson and ourselves 
at the Bible Institute were drawn near 
to the Lord. Yet we realized the danger 
in which we stood as Mr. Anderson sol- 
emnly committed us to the care of our Sav- 
iour, in whose presence we might stand 
that very night. 

Shortly after midnight I suddenly found 
myself asking God to prevent fighting that 
night. This was farthest from our expec- 
tations, and when I reflected upon what 
I had been praying I feared lest I had been 
too bold. Nevertheless, the petition had 
come unsought, so I asked that the Spirit 
would give me increasing freedom to con- 
tinue the request if it came from him. This 
was granted, and I had peace and assur- 
ance in the matter. When Mrs. Thomas 
awoke at 2.30 I told her my conviction 
that there would be no fighting that hight. 

What was happening outside the city? 
Preparations were made for the attack, but 
it was delayed; at 4A. M. the bugle blew, 
and the troops assembled; then they sud- 
denly and mysteriously withdrew to sur- 
rounding villages. Did they hear a rumor? 
Did they see some of the armies of Heaven? 
Was there a Hushai to defeat evil counsel? 
Or in what way did the Lord defend the 
city that night? 

Sunday evening we again expected an 
attack. But after Mr. and Mrs. Anderson 


and we had prayed, Mrs. Anderson reached ° 


for her Bible, saying, “The Lord has given 
me a promise.” She read Deuteronomy 
31:6, 8: “Be strong and of good courage, 
fear not, nor be affrighted at them: for 
Jehovah thy God, he it is that doth go with 
thee ; he will not fail thee, nor forsake thee. 
. . . Jehovah, he it is that doth go before 
thee; he will be with thee, he will not fail 
thee, neither forsake thee: fear not, neither 
be dismayed.” The second passage was 
Numbers 11:23: “And Jehovah said unto 


(Continued on page 516) 











NoTES ON OPEN LETTERS 

















“The Abysmal Ignorance 
of Premillennialists ” 


As readers of the Times will recall, 
an extended editorial was published in this 
department in the issue of February 20 
entitled “Dispensationalism and the Sco- 
field Reference Bible— Are They Here- 
sies?” It was shown conclusively that, as 
judged by the convictions of a vast number 
of sound, true, evangelical Bible students, 
Bible teachers, preachers, pastors, and mis- 
sionaries, these are not heresies but set 
forth basic truths of the Scriptures. The 
strange and unscriptural teaching of amil- 
lennialism was mentioned, both in that 
editorial and in another in the same issue, 
and it was pointed out that amillennial- 
ism rejects the Scriptural revelation of our 
Lord’s return to reign over this earth for 
a thousand years, for “Amillennialism 
leaves us without any millennium.” 

It is important to remember that amil- 
lennialism is not a “position” or belief at 
all—it is simply a negation, a denial. 
Amillennialists, when pressing their view, 





have no clear or positive teaching on the 
great and glorious truths of prophecy, for 
they do not appear to have studied this 
dominant theme of Scripture to. any ex- 
tent; they simply press a denial of the 
Bible’s teaching of the millennium or King- 
dom Age on earth. A teaching that is 
chiefly negative, centering in a denial, can 
hardly be called a teaching at all. Even 
the mistaken postmillennialist, with his 
beautiful but vain, unscriptural hope that 
the world is growing better, and that the 
Church will some day convert all men and 
bring in the millennium on earth, after 
which the Lord will return, is a positive 
teaching, and would seem preferable to 
the negation of amillennialism. 

Promptly after the Times editorial of 
February 20 came a letter from a New Jer- 
sey pastor, in part as follows: 

The abysmal ignorance of the position 
of those who hold an amillennial attitude, 
on the part of premillennial writers, is a 
matter of great wonder to me. These men 
do not familiarize themselves with what the 
amillennialists actually believe, but rather 


argue about what the premillennialists think 
they believe. 





July 17,1937 


The Editor replied in a personal letter, 
in part as follows: 


I really do not understand what you mean 
by the ignorance of jremillennialists con- 
cerning the position of amillennialists. Did 
you notice any evidence or expression of 
such ignorance in THE Sunpay ScHoo. 
Times of February 20? If you did, it 
would be very helpful to me if you would 
tell me just what it was. Or again, won’t 
you tell me of any misunderstanding of 
amillennialism on the part of premillennial- 
ists? I have studied amillennialism fairly 
and with accurate understanding, I think, 
and if I am misunderstanding it at any 
point I should indeed regret this, and shall 
welcome help. Thanking you for specific 
help, and enclosing a stamped return en- 
velope for your convenience in replying, 
believe me, etc. 


No answer from the New Jersey pastor. 
A week later the Editor wrote: 


I really want-your help in the matter 
about which you wrote March 10, to which 
I replied. March 18. Won't you tell me of 
any point in which ‘you believe premillennial 
writers misunderstand the amillennial atti- 
tude? Since you ana I wrote each other 
The Presbyterian Guardian of March 27 
contains an extended article by Dr. John 
Murray of Westminster Seminary answer- 
ing the question “What Is Amillennialism ?” 
and Dr. Murray’s article states exactly 
what I knew, from my previous study of 
their position, the amillennialists believe. 
It seems to me lamentably unscriptural and 
strangely illogical, but doubtless the best 
presentation of their case that can be made. 


Did you see any statement in THE Sun- 
pay ScHoot’ Times that you thought 
showed ignorance of the amillennial posi- 
sition ? 

If we have made any mistake I am deeply 
concerned to know it, for I want to correct 
any misstatement of fact and shall gladly 
do so if you will point it out to me. I am 
sure you understand my serious interest in 
this, in view of the severe and important 
criticisms made in your letter of March 10, 
and I hope, my dear brother, that you will 
write me as I ask,— or, if you cannot 
point to any such mistakes, that you will 
let me know this. 


Still no answer from the New Jersey 
pastor, although another stamped and ad- 
dressed return envelope was enclosed by 
the Editor. After letting almost another 
month pass, the Editor tried again, writing 
as before an earnest request for light from 
the critic on the Times’ “abysmal igno- 
rauce,” and suggesting: “Is it not a mat- 
ter of simple Christian courtesy to reply 
to my friendly and courteous inquiry as 
to just what you refer to?” 

No answer from the New Jersey pastor. 

Ten days later the Editor telephoned the 
pastor (his New Jersey home is not far 
from Philadelphia), and the pastor ev- 
plained his failure to reply by saying that 
the subject was a rather involved one, and 
“T want to be sure of my ground when I 
write you. I will write you this week- 
end.” 

This time the Editor waited hopefully. 
But the following week came and went, and 
the Editor is still waiting for light on the 
abysmal ignorance of premillennialists — 
or even for the return of one of the stamped 
envelopes, for which the other. stamped en- 
velope might be used at no expense! In- 
cidents like .this-—-they are few and far 
between — really lighten the burdens of 
editing a Christian journal. Meantime one 


may suggest to the premillennial readers 
of THE Sunpay Scsoot Times, quoting 
a well known patent medicine advertise- 
ment of an earlier generation, “There is 
hope!” 
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The hopelessness of denying the Blessed Hope 


False Christs, Suicides, and the End of the Age 
By Charles G. Trumbull, Litt.D. 























PROPHETIC warning of vast sig- 
A nificance from the lips of our Lord is 

this: “Then.if any man shall say 
unto you, Lo, here is Christ, or there; 
believe it not. For there shall arise false 
Christs, and false prophets, and shall. shew 
great signs and. wonders; insomuch that, 
if it were possible, they shall deceive the 
very elect. Behold, I have told -you before. 
Wherefore if they shall say unto you, 
Behold, he is in the desert; go not forth: 
behold, he is in the secret chambers; be- 
lieve it not. For as the lightning cometh 
out of the east, and shineth even unto the 
west; so shall also the coming of the Son 
of man be” (Matt. 24: 23-27). 

This prophecy of false Christs has been 
having, and continues to have, its fulfill- 
ment. Jiddu Krishnamurti, called by Time 
a. “doe-eyed Brahman-born Hindu,” was 
announced by Theosophist leaders in 1909, 
when he was twelve years old, as “the 
Vehicle of the new World. Teacher, the 
Lord Maitreya,” the last preceding corona- 
tion of whom on earth was, they said, Jesus 
Christ. Annie Besant and Charles Lead- 
beater, Theosophists, trained the boy and 
young man for his mission, and he became 
head of their Order of the Star in the East. 
Apparently he had a large following, but 
in 1929 Krishnamurti renounced his Mes- 
siahship, while still continuing to be a 
Theosophist seer. 

A few years ago a Consolidated Press 
Association news dispatch from Manila, 
Philippine Islands, reported: “Every now 
and then the courts have to deal with a 
bogus Saviour who has filled his purse 
among the credulous peasants. Laure Solar 
has just been sent to prison for eight years 
and ordered to pay back $9,000 he gatheged 
as he preached in the highways and byways 
of the village of Capalonga, North Cama- 
rines, Island of Luzon. He appeared in 
Capalonga with twelve followers, simulat- 
ing Christ and the apostles. He said that 


the end of the world was at hand, that - 


Capalonga would be destroyed, but that by 
paying enough the peasants could be saved 
by his divine intercession with God. So the 
folk of Capalonga came through with $9,000 
in money and jewels. But just when the 
collecting was good the constabulary got on 
the job and a prosecuting attorney brought 
criminal charges on which they were con- 
victed.” I verified the authenticity of this 
item by correspondence with its author, 
Walter Robb, editor of the American 
Chamber of Commerce Journal at Manila. 

Then there is the notorious Negro in 
Harlem, New York, known as Father 
Divine, making or permitting the blasphe- 
mous claim for himself that he is God. Will 
Irwin, the well known journalist and editor, 
has written about him and says that his 
cult, claiming 20,000,000 adherents, several 
years ago “was spreading underground 
through the whole world and was crossing 
the barrier between his own Negro race 
and the whites and yellows.” On the Pacific 
Coast it even claims more white followers 


It is a strange fact—yet fulfilling 
prophecy—that many of the most 
brilliant human intellects today are set 
implacably against God and Christ. 
The brilliant Irish philosopher and 
cynic, Bernard Shaw, addressing the 
students of Cambridge University says: 
“It is a disgrace that in England we 
have no religion of our own, but we 
make shift with the discarded legends 
of the East. Whoever holds that Christ 
is the Highest possible is a hopeless 
pessimist, and is not worth working 
with.” 

But surely the “great voices” are 
beginning to sound in Heaven and on 
earth, saying, “The kingdoms of this 
world are become the kingdoms of our 
Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall 
reign for ever and ever” (Rev. 11:15). 








than Negro. Irwin heard-the congregation 
in this Negro’s “Heaven” in Harlem sing 
a blasphemous adaptation of the Christian 
hymn “Coronation,” using it in worship of 
the Negro. He heard members of the 
congregation that day ejaculate: “Father 
Divine, we know that you are God.” To 





With this article, the 15th, the series 
on Bible Prophecy is concluded. 

Arrangements have been made for 
the publication of the entire series in 
book form, with additional material, 
by the Fleming H. Revell Company, 
to be ready this autumn. The titles of 
the articles published are as follows: 
Prophecy—the Sharpest of All Swords 


Reasons for Believing in the 
Second Coming 


Is the Advent Hope Practical ? 
Why Christ Must Come Again 


How I Came to Believe in the 
Lord’s Return 


Prophecy’s Greatest Miracle 


Are There Signs, and Can We Safely 
Interpret Them ? 


God’s Greatest Sign — the Jew 
Is the Fig Tree Budding ? 


Three Great Prophecies of the 
Shepherd Psalms 


Is Modernism «The Great Apostasy’”’ ? 
Startling Signs of the End of the Age 
Sky Signs, Lawlessness, and the 
Youth Movement 
Spiritism: Astrology: Great Images 


False Christs, Suicides, and the 
End of the Age 


In the coming autumn and winter 
the Editor hopes to follow this Proph- 
ecy series with a new series on 
Spiritism : What It Teaches, Its Revival, 


Its Deadly Dangers and Sinister Sig- 
nificance, and Its Divine Condemnation, 











be sure, “Father Divine” was under arrest 
a few months ago, and put behind the bars. 
It seems unbelievable that such a man, or ° 
that any man, could be taken seriously 
today by cultured, intelligent people as’ well 
as by the ignorant, when claiming to be 
Deity, — but God’s Word predicts just such 
“unbelievable” gullibility of those who re- 
ject God. Prophecy is being fulfilled. 

Even Hitler is given a place in such 
blasphemous claims by his followers. Herr 
Engelke, a Nazi “Christian,” is reported to 
have said in-a lecture: “Christ is not the 
Son of God in the Biblical sense. God 
made himself manifest to us in Him as. He 
did in Adolf Hitler. We must give up the 
Old Testament. Paul and John must re- 
cede into the background. We have to 
destroy everything in order that God may 
create all anew again.” 

Alois Spaniol, a Nazi leader, is quoted 
as having said: “Hitler is a new, a greater, 
and a more powerful Jesus Christ.” 


_ Blasphemy against the Holy Ghost is 
beginning to appear publicly —is not this 
the most ominous sign of all? Several 
times in the last dozen years I have noted 
in magazine articles or elsewhere printed 
statements against the Holy Spirit that I 
had never seen or heard of before this 
time. Thus The Forum magazine published 
in May, 1928, an article by no less a man 
than Henry Pratt Fairchild, Professor of 
Sociology in New York University, entitled 
“Science -in the Trinity.” Professor Fair- 
child modestly proposes as the thesis of his 
article, which he sets out to prove, that 
“the Holy Spirit, the Third Person of the 
Trinity, ts Science.” He says he supports 
his contention “exclusively by reference to . 
Christ’s own words,” and he quotes pas- 
sages from John 14 and 16 in which our 
Lord said he would send “another Com- 
forter . . . even the Spirit of truth,” and 
that “when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, 
he will guide you into ali truth.” Professor 
Fairchild discusses these passages, and 
says: “Consider further that Jesus said that 
this Holy Spirit ‘shall teach you all things,’ 
‘will guide you into all truth,’ ‘will show 
you things to come.’ Could there be a 
more concise and comprehensive character- 
ization of Science in three brief sentences ?” 
Professor Fairchild does not explain why, 
if science is really the Holy Spirit, the 
Third Person of the Trinity, this Deity has 
led scientists into such an amazing and 
consistent succession of blunders through 
the centuries, and through this present 
generation, and through the past decade. 
For science and scientists repudiate the find- 
ings of science every few years—a fact 
which scientists constantly recognize and 
declare. The scfence of today will be on 
the scrap heap tomorrow—is it, then, 


really the work of the Spirit of truth? As 
some one has said, men seem ready to be- 
lieve everything but the Bible! 

Dr. 


Kerrl, Chairman of the Prussian 
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Diet, is reported as having said, “Adolf 
Hitler is the real Holy Ghost.” 

A news sheet or bulletin issued some 
years ago by the American Association for 
the Advancement of Atheism published a 
“joke” about the Holy Spirit that was so 
blasphemously obscene that it is strange 
that it was permitted to use the United 
States mails, But it was fulfilling the 
prophecy of the Book it vainly hopes to 
destroy. 


Are Suicides a Sign? 


Is suicide a sign of the times? It would 
seem so. One can hardly pick up a news- 
paper today without reading of new sui- 
cides. The statistics of suicides in Europe 
indicate that they are far more numerous 
there than in America — and the suicides in 
“Christian America” are appalling. Nor 
are they confined to the ignorant and the 
poor; constantly they occur among the in- 
tellectual, highly educated, well-to-do. The 
tragedy of it is that suicide is logical for 
those “having no hope, and without God in 
the world’ (Eph. 2:12). From their 
premises, believing in no God and no future, 
why should such hopeless souls continue to 
incur the misery and hopelessness that have 
closed in upon them in this world? 

The front page of the Philadelphia In- 
quirer reported in May, 1937, the suicide 
by hanging of a brilliant Haverford College 
freshman, one of the best minds in his class. 
It revived memories of a “rumored suicide 
club” at that college eight years before, 
when the son of a Superior Court Judge 
shot himself on the eve of his graduation, 
and a short time later another student 
committed suicide. 

In 1935 American newspaper readers 
were shocked when they learned of the 
suicide of the noted poetess and social 
worker, Charlotte Perkins Gilman. This 
seventy-five-year-old genius left a note say- 
ing: “When all usefulness is over, when 
one is assured of an unavoidable.and immi- 
nent death, it is the simplest of human 
rights to choose a quick and easy death in 
place of a slow and horrible one ... I have 
preferred chloroform to cancer.” 

A millionaire, founder and head of one 
of the best known and most successful 
business corporations in America, committed 
suicide a few years ago in his old age. He 
had all that the world could give him, 
money, comfort, luxury, success—but, if 
he had no Christian faith, why should he 
live on? 

A young San Francisco physician, twenty- 
nine years old, gave himself a hypodermic 
injection in his arm, stabbed an artery with 
a knife blade, and slashed his wrists with 
a razor —and thus “went out.” To what? 
God’s Word tells us. 

A girl of fourteen in Los Angeles col- 
lapsed and died half a block from her home, 
and it was found that she had taken poison. 

One of the most tragic of suicides in 
many years was that of a family of three, 
in 1932. The tather and mother had been 
leaders and active in Sunday school work 
in a foreign mission field and were personal 
friends of Mrs. Trumbull and myself, hav- 
ing entertained us most hospitably and 
graciously when we were in the Far East. 
The tragedy was reported in the papers 
and in Time magazine. Their son had done 
wrong, and he, with his father and mother, 
were found seated in an automobile, hands 
clasped, in a tightly closed garage while the 
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engine had been kept running to generate 
the deadly carbon monoxide gas. All doubt 
as to its being suicide was dispelled by the 
note they had left, reading: “This way 
accords with our peculiar ideas in cases 
where conditions warrant it.” Although 
Sunday school workers, they had been 
conspicuous for their Modernist or Uni- 
tarian views. 

The Book of Revelation throws light on 
suicide at the end of the age in this re- 
markable prophecy: “And in those days 
shall men seek death, and shall not find it; 
and shall desire to die, and death shall flee 
from them” (Rev. 9:6). This points to 
the prevalence of suicide before that actual 
prophecy is fulfilled; then, evidently, God 
in his sovereign power will prevent men 
from committing suicide although they may 
do everything in their power to bring it 
to pass. 

Men seeking death, while God longs to 
give them life! Is it not the story of man 
and God from Genesis to Revelation, from 
the beginning to the end? In Eden man 
turned away from the life that God had 
given him, and chose death, as Satan lied 
to Eve in the temptation to do what God 
had forbidden, uttering the false prophecy, 
“Ye shall not surely die” (Gen. 3:4). 
Satan’s prophecy was a lie; God’s prophecy 
was the truth: “in the day that thou eatest 
thereof thou shalt surely die” (Gen 2:17). 
Adam and Eve died spiritually in the day 
of their disobedience, and later they died 
physically ; but God had provided a Saviour 
and Redeemer in “the Lamb slain from the 
foundation of the world” (Rev. 13:8). 
That Saviour came in his first advent to 
pay the penalty of man’s sin, that all who 
believe in him might not die but live. He 
is coming the second time to complete his 
redemption of all who are saved and of all 
creation (Rom. 8: 18-23). But he has told 
us plainly that, as his Second Coming draws 
nearer, mankind will turn more and more 
against him; and we are seeing this 
prophecy fulfilled. 


Two Great Denials Today 


Mr. Moody used to say that Dr. W. J. 
Erdman knew the Bible better than any 
other man in America. I had the privilege 
of knowing Dr. Erdman intimately, and of 
learning from him in Scriptural matters, 
and I have treasured for many years a sen- 
tence he wrote me on his eighty-eighth 
birthday (April 28, 1922). This is what 
he said: “It is remarkable that the two 
characteristics of the saints in the Book of the 
Revelation are their adherence to the Word 
of God and the testimony of Jesus they 
bore —the very two truths denied and as- 
sailed in these days.” 

The Written Word and the Incarnate 
Word —cultured, intellectual men and 
women are turning against these two pre- 
cious, vital, and eternal expressions of God’s 
provision for our life and salvation. Collier’s 
Magazine said recently: “Other crises 
have crowded into the background one of 
the most significant movements of modern 
times—the growing attempt to crush 
Christianity. Today the governments of 
countries which contain over a third of all 
Christians are waging a ruthless war 
against the Christian Church.” 

Many men hate God’s Word — but many 
love it. It would be a dark world indeed 
if there were no Bibles. A news item has 
recently been published that is both alarm- 
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ing and reassuring. It is stated that in a 
six-hundred room hotel in a certain city 
the Gideon. Bibles were removed at the 
suggestion of an atheist society. This is of 
sinister significance, — that atheists should 
ask for this in Christian America, and that 
a hotel should comply with their request. 
But here is the encouragement: the first 
night after the Bibles were removed more 
than two hundred inquiries were received 
as to where the Bibles could be found. The 
management wisely decided to put the 
Bibles back in the rooms. While the dark- 
ness of the world deepens, the light from 
above grows brighter. Ralph Norton, of 
beloved memory, used to express his con- 
viction that the time sould come when it 
would be difficult, if not impossible, to get 
access to the Word of God or to circulate 
it freely, because of God’s prophetic warn- 
ing: “Behold, the days come, saith the 
Lord God, that I will send a famine in the 
land, not a famine of bread, nor a thirst 
for water, but of hearing the words of the 
Lord” (Amos 8:11). Until that day comes 
should we not be far more faithful than we 
have yet been in giving the Word of life 
freely to all men? 


Why Christ Must Come Again 

Surely the dreadful, tragic events and 
movements that are multiplying on every 
side must be brought to an end if humanity 
is to survive. But how can they be ended 
and the world be saved? Dr. James M. 
Gray used to quote the words of a godly 
Harvard graduate, Edward C. Porter: 
“God will end this age. Many would never 
end it, any more than a thief would stop 
stealing.” Our hope is in God, not in man. 

But there is another reason for the end- 
ing of this age by the Lord’s return. When 
the world last looked on Christ, it “derided 
him, saying, He saved others; let him save 
himself, if he be Christ, the chosen of God.” 
There was a contemptuous, unbelieving “if” 
on the lips of the world then. Is that the 
closing scene in the world’s vision of Christ? 
Christabel Pankhurst calls attention to God’s 
answer when she says that among the rea- 
sons for the Lord’s return in personal, 
visible, bodily presence to the earth is this: 
“The heart of God the Father cannot be 
satisfied that the world’s last sight of his 
Son shall be that of a persecuted, insulted, 
broken victim, beaten and bruised and mal- 
treated almost beyond recognition — that the 
last sight of Jesus should be that agonized 
figure on the Cross, No! God will never 
permit that. He has stored all these things 
up in his heart, and the day shall come, and 
come soon,—for the signs of the times are 
heralding it,— when the world, beholding 
his glory and his glorious appearing, shall 
know that the same Jesus who was spat 


. upon, scourged, crucified, is very God of 


very God.” After this shall be fulfilled 
God’s prophecy and covenanted word: 
“That at the name of Jesus every knee 
should bow, of things in heaven, and things 
in earth, and things under the earth; and 
that every tongue should confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father” (Phil. 2:10, 11). 

Is it not another sign of the times that 
tracts are beginning to appear which are 
intended for those who will be left behind, 
here on earth, at the mercy of the awful 
activities of Satan and godless men after 
the Church shall have been caught up out 
of this world to meet the Lord in the air 
(1 Thess. 4:16, 17)? I have seen a four- 
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page tract entitled “A Guide to those who 
are left to go through the Great Tribula- 
tion, after the Rapture of the True Church.” 
The first page bears the statement: .“The 
coming of the Lord Jesus Christ for his 
saints, and the counsel given in this pam- 
phiet, may not be of any interest to you 
now. But we earnestly counsel you to put 
this information some place where it will 
be safely kept, and where you can find it, in 
case you want to regard its message at a 
future day.” 

The message of the tract is “To those 
who are left,” and it explains the rapture or 
catching away of the church, which ‘the 
tract says “has taken place” (this is in- 
tended to be read, of course, after the 
rapture), and then it explains that the 
“church” remaining on earth is not the True 
Church but the Apostate Church of Lao- 
dicea, spewed out of the Lord’s mouth 
(Rev. 3:16). A frank statement is made 
concerning the terrible times that lie imme- 
diately ahead in the tribulation, the perse- 
cution and martyrdom that await those 
who will now live for Christ, but the sure 
salvation promised to those who will endure 
to the end (Matt. 24:13). This counsel is 
given: “Study your Bible earnestly while 
you have it, and memorize as much as pos- 
sible before it is taken from you.” There 
is an urgent call to accept Christ as Saviour 
now, if one. sees this leaflet before the 
Church is taken away. And there is the 
note: “Thoughtful business men in this 
country are putting this information in their 
safe deposit boxes, together with their wills 
and other valuables, and if you are wise you 
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will do the same. If you don’t need it, 
others left behind will.” 4 

Those who are looking most eagerly = 
Christ can make him most inviting 
others. A writer in the Keswick Calendat? 
calls attention to the two “Comes” in the 
last chapter of the last book of the Bible, 
the Revelation. The next to the last verse 
gives us the word of the Lord Jesus Christ 
himself, “Surely I come quickly.” This is 
followed by the response of the inspired 
writer John, speaking for the Church, “Even 
so, come, Lord Jesus.” A few verses 
earlier we read: “And the Spirit and the 
bride say, Come. And let him that heareth 
say, Come. And let him that is athirst 
come.. And whosoever will, let him take 
the water of life freely.” The comment is 
made: “This closing passage of the Word 
of God presents the Church as the Bride 
in right relation to Christ. And when the 
Bride can say ‘Come’ to Christ she is ready 
to turn to the world around and say, 
‘Come.’ ” 

There are the two “Comes.”’ We can 
turn from saying with longing hearts to our 
Lord, “Come,” and say to our unsaved 
neighbor, “Come to him who alone can 
save you. Christ is coming soon; will you 
not come to him now, that when. he 
comes again you may be ready to receive 
him?” 

We can say “Come” with power to the 
unsaved if we say “Come” with pleading 
to the Saviour. 





1 This leaflet, “A Guide after the Rapture,” 
is printed by the Sheffield Press, 503 S. 
Cabrillo, San Pedro, Calif. 








A Foreign Mission Field at Home 


A thriving work among the Italians in Brooklyn 











By Ernest Gordon 











N THE foreign fields numbers of inde- 

pendent missions are growing up with 

marked pioneering and spiritual en- 
ergies. At home similar stirrings are be- 
ginning to make themselves felt. I have 
lately come across such awakenings in 
Greater New York, in the churches, but 
independent of official agencies. It is home 
mission work direct to the consumer, with- 
out Board overhead and with certain assur- 
ance that money contributed will go to 
genuine evangelical testimony. 

The Red Book of Brooklyn is one of 
the neediest mission fields in the United 
States. It was once a residential district 
of aristocratic tone with long streets of 
brown stone houses. Now it is filled with 
humble Syrians, Italians, Porto Ricans, 
multitudinous in number. Forty thousand 
Italians are massed in this neighborhood, 
not fifty per cent of whom go to Catholic 
churches. They want to be quit of “re- 
ligion.” 

So they are being offered Christ. Three 
years ago Winfield Bronson left a pros- 
perous church in Jersey to pioneer this 
home and foreign field. In the church 
itself there was a handful of faithful ones 
coming Sunday after Sunday from remote 
parts of the metropolitan area. Within a 
radius of ten blocks six evangelical churches 
have been closed during the last twelve 





years. Strong Place has been the single 
one of these seven churches to hold on 
to the end. How it must warm the Lord’s 
heart, — this faithfulness of these three hun- 
dred members! They raise a budget of 
$10,000 a year, and in addition $1,000 for 
foreign missions. Sacrificial giving indeed! 
I may say in passing that this foreign mis- 
sion contribution goes to missions of un- 
questionable loyalty,— Mrs. Sweet’s work 
in China, the Association of Baptists for 
Evangelism in the Orient, and to desig- 
nated persons only, in Board missions. 

Fifteen years ago there was a “New 
World Movement” among American Bap- 
tists. It emphasized “Americanization,” 
“social effort,” and similar phrases of the 
time. It leased a property adjacent to the 
Strong Place Church and owned by it, and 
put three whole-time and three part-time 
workers into this Community House. In 
1933 it was closed for lack of funds. It has 
been reopened by the church as a Christian 
Center. Community, Christian, — the words 
tell the story. One stresses friendliness, 
the other the New Birth. 

When Mr. Bronson began to preach the 
New Birth he met with opposition from 
many of the young people. It was new 
teaching and strange and not pleasant to 
natural man. So he took them to a sum- 
mer camp on Long Island and gave them 
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sah Lbtical t training. Some, though 


church ANAM were here first really 
a iowa has an All Bible 
a oF July with a hun- 
: oe does not find it 
dite: J ai ar ‘attendance with hand- 
work. The method is that of Dr. Lathem 
of Chester, Pa., focusing Scripture on the 
Lord Jesus Christ. It is given by conse- 
crated public school teachers paid $10 a 
week, This summer school could be largely 
expanded if a small sum were raised to 
secure more teachers. During the rest 
of the year there is a Saturday school in 
the Center at which a happy group of chil- 
dren receive definite Bible instruction. In 
Mr. Bronson’s own class every one of the 
ten boys has been converted. The crown 
of this work for young people is the Sun- 
day Bible School with 200 Italian children. 
You should hear them sing Wilbur Chap- 
man’s, 

Living, He loved me; 

Dying, He saved me; 

Buried, He carried my sins far away; 

Rising, He justified, freely, forever; 

One day -He’s coming,—Oh, glorious 
day ! 

The church has mothers’ meetings for 
Italian, Syrian, and American mothers. It 
has preaching in Italian, as well as in Eng- 
lish, three meetings each week. “I have 
seen a hundred Italian men standing in 
line to receive Bible portions. One told 
me afterward that he had read his portion 
all night and had never heard the like of 
it before.” 

The Italian services in the church are 
at 5 P. M. Pastor Selitti, who is paid for 
part-time service as the Italian pastor, 
received his first New Testament from an 
old Christian woman when he, a new ar- 
rival in America, was but eighteen years 
old. His first $3,000 savings he took home 
to his native village of Pietrastornita near 
Naples to build there a Baptist church, and 
among his first converts were his own 
father and mother. After study at the 
Biblical Seminary in New York, where his 
wife also studied, he pastored Italian Bap- 
tist churches and preached in the open air 
facing persecution a-plenty. Later he was 
Italian pastor at the Adoniram Judson 
Memorial Church on South Washington 
Square. This church, built by Baptists in 
memory of the hero of Ava and Oung Pen 
La, had fallen on Modernist days. Mr. 
Selitti was told not to “proselytize” in the 
Community House. Hymn singing and 
Bible reading were discouraged. It seems 
incredible. Pastor Parella of New Haven 
told me a similar story. A historic church 
on the New Haven Green had opened a 
community enterprise in an old church and 
asked him to care for the Italian end. But 
he was not to “proselytize.” Naturally the 
enterprise languished. It has since been 
sold to Rome, and is now a Lithuanian 
Catholic Church. 

Even the Italian children saw through 
this “liberalism.” They dropped off from 
Sunday school “because they were taught 
nothing of Jesus,” as they told their par- 
ents. The parents objected to the free and 
easy hikings from the church into Jersey; 
did not want their young people Ameri- 
canized in this fashion. 

But in the Strong Place. Church in 
Brooklyn the old paths are followed. There 
are thousands of boys and girls in the 
neighborhood at the parting of the ways. 
These and their families are being sought 
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out and brought: to Christ. They are 
being taught, shepherded, and guided into 
his fold. 

No denominational society, board, or 
other agency contributes to this growing 
work. The whole burden is shouldered 
by the devoted remnant of the old. church. 
But Baptists who want to back work which 
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is genuine, apostolic, fruitful, fundamental 
in every sense, might well invest here, as a 
few churches of “like precious faith” have 
already begun to do. 

Work could be undertaken among. the 
Syrians, and. two other. part-time workers 
put on a full-time basis if the income were 
sufficient. 














How | Teach the Gospel to Children 


A plan that has led many to accept Christ as their Saviour 


By William Megginson Presbyterian Orphan's Home, Sion, Va. 


Superintendent of 











FULLY agree with Mr. Overholtzer 
| in his article on Child Evangelism in 

the Times of last August 8, that prac- 
tically all children can be won for the 
Lord Jesus Christ by personal work. I 
have been helping to do that very thing 
for the past eighteen years, in which time 


_I have seen hundreds intelligently confess 


Christ and enter upon the Christian life. 

I also agree with Mr. Overholtzer that 
our Lord expects us to do this work, and 
with him place the primary responsibility 
for it on the parents, and next, on Sunday 
school teachers. I am the head of a home 
for fatherless and motherless children, and 
feel my responsibility in this matter most 
keenly. 

I am persuaded that there are many 
who would do personal work if they had 
some instruction or suggestions as to how 
to go about it. No amount of exhortation 
will avail to secure personal work from 
average Christians, while they feel igno- 
rant of the “ways of working,” and im- 
potent of the facilities with which to 
achieve their desired end. 

Through the years I have worked out 
a system, which may not appeal to every 
one, but which I have found to work, pro- 
ducing the desired results. During the 
years of my association with this work, 
hardly a child has reached the teen age 
without making a profession of faith in 
Christ, and none have gone out without 
doing so. Some have not proved to be 
“brilliant Christians,” I’ll admit, but the 
majority have proved that they are truly 
converted. I first instruct my children in 
a class, using a blackboard, and then deal 
with each individually. I believe any ear- 
nest Sunday school teacher can lead all 
his or her children to Christ, if some in- 
struction as to the “how” of it is given 
them. I think this instruction is plainly 
the duty of the pastor. 

In dealing with children, I never take 
it for granted that the meaning of the sim- 
plest word, of more than one syllable, is 
fully understood. I explain and illustrate 
everything. 


1. I begin with God, emphasizing two of 
his attributes particularly: his wisdom and 
his holiness. He is so wise that he knows 
all about us. He knows what we do, what 
we say, and even what we think. He sees 
as well in the dark as in the light, and it 
is impossible for us to hide from him or 
hide anything from him. He is so holy 
that he cannot allow the least sin. It is 
hard ‘to illustrate either of these attributes 


of God. I usually hold up a sheet of white 





paper with a dark smudge upon it. This 
smudge I call sin, and ask whether, if that 
should get into Heaven, it would spoil it. 
One ten-year-old told me, the other day, 
that it would ruin it. They all. know what 
these words “spoil” and “ruin” mean. All 
this is done to prepare them for the next 
topic, which is man. 


2. God created man innocent. If they 
have gotten even a faint glimpse of what 
the holiness of God is, they will understand 
that man was not at first a sinner, that 
he was on the friendliest terms with God, 
obeyed him, was not afraid of him, and 
enjoyed being in his presence. God was 
friendly with man and visited him. - Most 
of them know that Adam sinned by dis- 
obeying God when he ate. the - forbidden 
fruit. Many do not: know what “forbidden” 
means. This I illustrate by placing two 
objects (say, apples) before them, saying 
they could have one but not the other. By 
supposing they take the forbidden one, they 
readily see they have disobeyed and sin- 
ned in doing so. I question them about 
their feelings when they disobey and they 
begin to realize what guilt is. Thus they 
see that Adam lost his sinlessness in dis- 
obeying God, and became guilty before him. 

This disobedience had an effect on man’s 
nature and changed it from sinless to sin- 
ful. It is very easy to make them see 
that they came from Adam, by going back 
to their father, his father, and so on. They 
then came from Adam, after his nature 
was sinful, and they can readily see and 
understand that each of them has a sinful 
nature. I then ask whether, if they tell a 
falsehood, it would make them a liar. Nine 
out of ten think it would. About that 
proportion, also, think they are better when 
asleep than awake. It is easy now to make 
them see that they were liars by nature 
before they told a lie (use any other sins 
here), and if they are evil when awake, 
they take it to bed with them. It is also 
easy now to show them that they do evil 
because they are evil. Here I teach that 
God says, “The soul that sinneth, it shall 
die” (Ezek. 18:4). 


3. My next step is to show that. while 
God hates sin, he loves the sinner. If the 
interviews are for more than one period, 
I ask them to learn or read John 3: 16. 
Not one in ten knows what “perish” arid 
“everlasting” mean. I show them that 
God did not want men to perish (or. die) 
and that he did something to hinder it. He 
gave whom? Why did he give his Son? 
What was his name? That we should not, 
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— what? . But have,— what? Drill .on 
this. verse ‘until they understand it. What 
did Jesus do that we might not perish? 
How did his dying on the cross save us 
from _perishing: or dying? Illustrate this 
in several ways. 

I allow one child to take the. place of 
another in several réies, if there are more 
than one.. If there is but one child, I take 
the place of another. -They all know how 
to “make believe,” so we play it. “You 
have done something naughty and are going 
to. be punished. But F love you so much 
that I do not want you to be. punished, and 
Iam going to take your. piace.and get pun- 
ished for you.” 

Another illustration I use.is to take some 
object, which I call “yeu.” I place an- 
other object. upon it, which I call “sin.” 
I_ place another object by the side of the 
first, which I call. Jesus, and taking the 
sin object off “you,” I place it upon the 
“Jesus object,” leaving “you” free. - There 
are other ways of illustrating the substi- 
tutionary work of Christ, 50 that any ten- 
year-old. child can understand and appre- 
ciate it. 


4. Now comes: what I have experienced 
to be the hardest step to “get over” to the 
child mind: the appropriation, for them- 
selves, of what they now understand Christ 
has done. I do not say much about re- 
pentance, as it is hard to illustrate, and I 
believe that repentance and faith are con- 
temporaneous, or so nearly so that I have 
never been able to determine which is first. 
Both repentance and faith are gifts of God’s 
grace, and if I can get.a child-to see that 
God hates sin in his nature and life, and 
that Christ died that it might be taken 
out of his life, my problem now is to lead 
the child to believe, accept, trust, receive 
Him and His finished work in his behalf. 
I use all of the above words, found in John 
1:12 and 3: 14-16. 

For instance, I hold up a dime and tell 
the child, “I now give this dime to you.” 
I then ask whose dime it is. When he 
finally is willing to say it is his, I say, 
“But you have not got it.” Something is 
necessary for you to do. Do you believe 
me, when I tell you it is yours? All 
right, accept it, receive it, take it, trust it. 
The Lord Jesus died for your sins. You 
believe that, accept it, receive it. 

I illustrate trust by 2 boat on a lake, 
an auto on the road, a chair to sit on— 
anything they know about. You believe 
this boat, auto, chair will hold you up and 
not spill you in the water, in the street, 
on the floor. Step into it, sit on it. That 
is trust, in terms a child can understand, 
and I have led hundreds out on it. We 
now turn to John 6:47 2nd emphasize the 
word hath, 


5. | now get them to say they accept 
Christ and have eternal life because they 
believe on God’s only begotten Son,- cru- 
cified on the cross for them. The next 
step is to lead them to see the difference 
between becoming a Christian and leading 
a Christian life. I now hold before them 
daily prayer, reading the Word, seeking 
Christ’s help’ in everything, activity in 
Christian service, and confession of any sins 
they may be guilty of, — believe they are 
forgiven, and strive not to repeat them. 
This requires some time, and its impor- 
tance makes it most worth while. 


LyNcCHBURG, VA. 
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LESSON 5. AUGUST 1. GOD LEADS A PEOPLE 


International Uniform Lesson.—Exodus 13:17 to 15:21; printed text, Exodus 13:17-22, 14:10-15 
Golden Text.—The Lord shall guide thee continvally.—lIsa. 58:11 











The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee 
for printing in the lesson helps is Exodus 13: 17-22; 14 : 10-1§ 
Kinc JAMES VERSION 

Exod. 13:17 And it came to pass, when Pharaoh had let the 
people go, that, God led them not: through the way of the land of 
the Philistines, although that was near; for God said, Lest’ perad- 
venture the people repent when they see war, and they return to 
Egypt: 

18 But God led the people about, through the way of the wilder- 
ness of the Red sea: and the children of Israel went up harnessed 
out of the land of Egypt. . 

19 And Moses took the bones of Joseph with him: for he had 
straitly sworn the children .of Israel, saying, God will surely visit 
you; and ye shall carry up my bones away hence with you. 

20 And they took their journey from Succoth, and encamped in 
Etham, in the edge of the wilderness. 

21 And the Lorp went before them by day in a pillar of a cloud, 
to lead:them the way; and by night in a pillar of fire, to give them 
light; to go by day and night: 

22 He took not away the pillar of the cloud by day, nor the 
pillar of fire by night, from before the people. 

14: 10 And when Pharaoh drew nigh, the children of Israel lifted 
up their eyes, and, behold, the Egyptians marched after them; and 
they were sore afraid: and the children of Israel cried out unto the 
Lorp. 

11 And they said unto Moses, Because there were no graves in 
Egypt, hast thou taken us away to die in the wilderness? wherefore 
hast thou dealt thus with us, to carry us forth out of Egypt? ; 

12 Is not this the word that we did tell thee in Egypt, saying, 
Let us alone, that we may serve the Egyptians? For it had been 
better for us to serve the Egyptians, than that we should die in 
the wilderness. : 

13 And Moses said unto the people, Fear ye not, stand still, and 
see the salvation of the Lorp, which he will shew to you to day: 
for the Egyptians whom ye have seen to day, ye shall see them 
again no more for ever. 

14 The Lorp shall fight for you, and ye shall hold your peace. 

15 And the Lorp said unto Moses, Wherefore criest thou unto 
me? speak unto the children of Israel, that they go forward. 
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Exod. 13:17 And it came to pass, when Pharaoh had let the 
people go, that God led them not by the way of the land of the 
Philistines, although that was near; for God said, Lest peradven- 
ture the people repent when they see war, and they return to Egypt: 
18 but God led the people about, by the way of the wilderness by 
the Red:Sea: and the children of Israel went up armed out of the 
land of Egypt.. 19 And Moses took the bones of. Joseph with him: 
for he had straitly sworn the children of Israel; saying, God will 
surely visit you; and ye shall carry up my bones away hence with 
you. 20 And they took their journey from Succoth, and encamped 
in Etham, in the edge of the wilderness. 21 And Jehovah went 
before them by day in a pillar of cloud, to lead them. the way, and 
by night in a pillar of fire, to give them light; that they might go 
by day and by night: 22 ‘the pillar of cloud by day, and the pillar 
of fire by night, departed not from before the people. 


14: 10 And when Pharaoh drew nigh, the children of Israel lifted 
up their eyes, and, behold, the Egyptians were marching after them; 
and they were sore afraid: and the children of Israel cried out unto 
Jebovah. 11 And they said unto.Moses, Because there were no 
graves in Egypt, hast thou taken us away to die in the wilderness? 
wherefore hast thou dealt thus with us, to bring us forth out of 
Fgypt? 12 Is not this the word that we spake unto thee in Egypt, 
saying, Let us alone, that we may serve the Egyptians? For it were 
better for us to serve the Egyptians, than that we should die in 
the wilderness. 13 And Moses said unto the people, Fear ye not, 
stand still, and see the salvation of Jehovah, which he will work for 
you to-day: * for the Egyptians whom ye have seen to-day, ye shall 
see them again no more for ever. 14 Jehovah will fight for you, 
and ye shall hold your peace. 

15 And Jehovah said unto Moses, Wherefore criest thou unto me? 
speak unto the children-of Israel, that they go forward. 


1Or, he took not away the pillar of cloud by day, nor the, etc. 
2Or, for whereas ye have seen the Egyptians to-day. 
The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform Sunday 
hool Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the International 
Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By Robert C. McQuilkin, D.D. 
President Columbia Bible College 


Approach to the Lesson 

OES God give supernatural perspnal 
D guidance to Christians today? 
Some say Yes, and go to the ex- 
treme of seeking magical direction in all 
that they do. Others answer No, and limit 
all guidance to the written Word of God 
and the use of the Christian’s natural abil- 
ities. William Quarrier, founder of the 
famous orphanages in Scotland, after de- 
clining an invitation to speak to’ a small 
group was impressed later that he must 
go to that meeting in spite of the pressure 
of his work. He told them of marvelous 
answers to prayer, and their leader asked 
him what he was specially praying for then. 
He was asking the Lord for $10,000 for 
another building. A note was handed to 
him from that group of humble believers: 
“T will give that $10,000.” Did the Spirit 
tell him to go to that meeting, and guide 

him in hundreds of other similar cases? 
What light shall we find on this prac- 
tical problem in this lesson, which records 
the mighty miracle of deliverance at the 


Red Sea, and introduces us also to the ° 


pillar of cloud and fire, the supernatural 
presence of the living God? 
The Historical Setting 

The exodus. occurred on the morning of 
the fifteenth of Nisan (approximately our 
April), about 1491 B. C. (Num. 33: 3, 4). 


They assembled at Rameses, and journeyed 
from there to Succoth (Exod. 12: 37; Num. 


33:5), probably from twenty to thirty miles_ 


southeast of Rameses. The sea by which 
they encamped (Exod. 13:17, 18, 20; 14: 
2, 3; Num. 33:7) was the present Gulf 
of Suez, northwest extension of the Red 
Sea: the gulf at that time extended farther 
north, and Israel crossed probably just 
south of the Bitter Lakes. 

We are taking the view that the 430 
years of “sojourning” began with the call 
of Abraham, with 215 years reckoned from 
Abraham to the entrance into Egypt, and 
215 years for the sojourn in Egypt (cf. 
Lev. 3:17; Gen. 15:16; Exod. 6:20; 
Num. 26:58, 59). By this reckoning, Ex- 
odus 12:40 should read, “Now the so- 
journing of the children of Israei (the Is- 
rael who dwelt in Egypt), was four 
hundred and thirty years.” 


Verse by Verse 


Exodus 13:17.—God led them — not 
through the way of the land of the Philis- 
tines, although that was near. The natural 
caravan route was along the sea to Gaza, 
a distance of less than 200 miles. By way 
of Sinai the route was nearly three times 
as long. Repent when they see war. The 
Israelites were entirely unprepared to meet 
the warlike Philistines. Other purposes 
were served by their going into the wil- 
derness (Exod. 3:12; cf. 5:3). See Les- 
son Questions. 


Verse 18—Israel went up harnessed. 
Or “armed,” that is, fully-equipped, includ- 


ing weapons (same word in Josh. 1:14; 
4:12). 

Verse 19.—Moses took the bones of 
Joseph with him. As this was a great 
evidence of Joseph’s faith (Heb. 11: 22), 
so it was a great encouragement to Israel 
to trust the faithfulness of God. 


Verse 20.—From Succoth. See Histor- 
ical Setting. Encamped in Etham. ‘Some 
believe that this was about twelve miles 
north of Suez. © 


Verse 21.—The Lord went before them 
by day in a pillar of a cloud, ... and by 
night in a pillar of fire. The same pillar 
seen as a cloud in the day, and as a fire 
at night. God, in the person of his Son, 
was in the cloud, similar in manifestation 
to the Shekinah glory in the Temple. 


Chapter 14: 10.—The children of Israet 
cried out unto the Lord. Not in faith, how- 
ever, but in great fear. 


Verse 12.—Let us alone, that we may 
serve the Egyptians. Forgetting all God’s 
marvelous works in delivering them, they 
remembered the complaint (Exod. 5:21; 
6:9). 

Verse 14.—The Lord shall fight for you, 
and ye shall hold your peace. Peace from 
fear, from complaining, from self-effort in 
the energy of the flesh, from restlessness, 
from unbelief. 


Verse 15.—Wherefore criest thou unto 
me? This is not so much a rebuke of 
Moses for praying, but an announcement 
that the answer has come, Speak unto the 
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children of Isyael, that they go forward. 
They can go forward only if God works a 
miracle; but it is the miracle-working God 
commanding the impossible thing, and mak- 
ing ‘it possible. } 


The Heart of the Lesson 


The secret of guidance is the Guide. 
The Lord himself personally directed every 
move that Israel made out of Egypt. He 
guided them as to the road they should 
take. He worked the miracle of deliver- 
ance. He who began the good work of 
redemption was with them personally in 
the pillar of cloud and fire to direct, to 
protect, to deliver at every point. Who 
is our guide? It is Christ our Passover, 
who was sacrificed for us. As God spared 
not his own Son, we have the guarantee 
that “he will be our guide even unto death” 
(Psa. 48:14; Rom. 8:32). We do not 
have the pillar of cloud and fire now. But 
we have God the Holy Spirit himself liv- 
ing in our hearts. We do not have the 
direct words that God spoke to Moses. 
But we have the complete revelation of 
God’s written Word. We do not look for 
special miracles. But we rejoice in the 
greatest of all miracles, of which the de- 
liverance at the Red Sea was a type — the 
resurrection of our Lord. God guides no 
less personally now; whether it be by the 
written Word, by providence, by counsel, 
by events, by wisdom in answer to prayer, 
by direct voice of the Spirit, it is ever 
the Lord himself who guides with certainty. 
Ours is to believe, and to walk in the light 
of “the pillar path” of his own Presence. 
Lesson Outlines 

Gon’s Ways 1n GUIDANCE 

1. Leading not by the normal way (Exod. 
13: 17-20). 

2, Leading by 
€ig: 21,: 22). 

3. Leading into desperate difficulty (14: 
1-9). 

4. Moses trusting, Israel doubting, God’s 
leading (14: 10-14). 

5. Leading by a miracle of deliverance 
and of judgment (14: 15-31). 

6. Song of praise to their triumphant 
Leader (15: I-21). 

GuIpANcE THEN AND Now 

1. The Lord’s People. 

2. The Lord’s Presence. 

3. The Lord’s Plan. 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


The Miracle and Its Antitype. As the 
Passover typifies the death of Christ and 
atonement for sin, the deliverance at the 
Red Sea typifies the resurrection of Christ. 
Salvation is by blood and by power. Christ 
was crucified in weakness; he was raised 
by the power of God (2 Cor. 13:4). We 
have been delivered from the guilt and pen- 
alty of sin through the blood of Christ, and 
from the dominion of sin by his mighty 
resurrection power, through the Holy 
Spirit (Eph. 3:20). Note also the para- 
graph following, on the Song of Moses. 


The Song of Moses. This is Israel’s 
first song, and one of the greatest ever 
written or sung. Its notable characteris- 
tic is that it is concerned altogether with 
glorifying God and not at all with man. It 
is a type of the Song of the Lamb (Rev. 
15: 1-3). The deliverance at the Red Sea 


His personal Presence 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 

Lessons for the year may be had from The 

Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


5. August 1.—God Leads a People. 
Exodus 13:17 to 15:21 
6. August 8—God Feeds a People. 
Exodus 16:1 to 17:7 
7. August 15.—God Gives Laws to a 
WURUIONE sac 0cghe'n sends oe Exodus 19 : 1 to 20 : 21 
8. August 22.—The Place of Religion in a 
Nation’s Life. 
Exodus 25 : 1-40; 29 : 43-46; 40 : 1-38 
9. August 29.—God Condemns Intemper- 
ance (The Social Approach to the 
Drink Problem). Leviticus 10:1, 2, 8- 
11; Proverbs 31:4, 5; Isaiah 28 : 1-8; 
Romans 14: 21 
10. September 5.—God Requires Social Jus- 
COD. a niiveadeePeny Leviticus 19 : 1-18, 32-37 
11. September 12.—A Nation Needs Relig- 
ious Homes. Deuteronomy 6: 1-9; 11 : 18-25 
12. September 19.—Choices and Their Con- 
sequences in a Nation’s Life. 
Deuteronomy 11 : 8-12, 26-32 
13. September 26.—God in the Making of a 
NATO. Sac cucisavcaces Deuteronomy 8 : 11-20 








is a type not only of the resurrection, but 
of the final deliverance of God’s people 
from Antichrist; the plagues and the de- 


struction of Pharaoh’s army point forward . 


to the final plagues to be poured out on 
the earth and to the destruction of Anti- 
christ. 


The Principles of Guidance. 1. Full sur- 
render to the will of God and living for 
his glory. 2. Complete assurance that God 
will guide. 3. Study to know the written 
Word of God: (1) as to its whole mes- 
sage; (2) as to the instructions on specific 
duties. 4. Prayer. 5. Counsel of wise 
spiritual friends. 6. Circumstances, and 
God’s providential events. 7. Make a de- 
cision after a consideration of all the 
factors. 8. Faith. If nothing hinders the 
carrying out of the decision, count upon 
it that God has guided in the matter. “Do 
not dig up in unbelief what you have sown 
in faith.” 

Practical and Personal Applications 


“Go forward!” This word of God to 
Israel is the unchanged word of God to 
all the children of faith down through the 
ages. Believe for God’s miracles (Eph. 
1:19, 20; Exod. 15:2; 2 Cor. 2:14). 


Let us ask God for his counsel. Israel’s 
failures came because “they waited not for 
his counsel” (Psa. 106: 13). 


There is a time to pray, and a time to 
stop praying. Some Christians constantly 
pray, “Bless me now, my Saviour,” and 
never take the blessing. 


Are we complaining Christians? Com- 
plainers blame others, and really blame God. 

Praise changes things! Difficulties chal- 
lenge us to praise. Let us not forget to 
give thanks for deliverance; but let us 
give thanks also in the midst of the diffi- 
culties. 


Are we remembering God’s great deliv- 
erances? (1 Sam. 12:24.) Would the 
Psalmist have to write of us: “Then be- 
lieved they his words; they sang his praise. 
They soon forgat his works”? (Psa. 106: 
12, 13.) 

Foreign Missions and Evangelism, For- 
ward! God never wants his people to 
mark time. The: command is forward! 
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that is, pray and work for revival, and pray 
and work toward evangelizing the hundreds 
of millions that have not yet been reached. 


Trust God, and do the next thing. When 
in difficulty, or in sorrow, or in some des- 
perate situation, when we know not where 
to turn, our faith in God is expressed by 
doing the next duty, committing all other 
things to God. 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


Some prayers our gracious God will not 
answer ; he will not “let us alone,” that we 
may go back into bondage. 


“God Leads a People” — What kind of 
people? Complaining, cowardly, unbeliev- 
ing, but his redeemed peopie. 


God always leads forward, never back- 
ward, 


God knows where the Philistines would 
hinder us, and leads us by another path. 


The most futile thing in the world is to 
fight God; yet men keep on doing it, just 
as Pharaoh did. 


Israel’s cry of complaint was changed to 
a song of conquest. 


The Red Sea, a place of terror for Is- 
rael was changed suddenly to a place of 
triumph. 


The sacrifice of praise glorifies God, 
and opens the way for a further manifes- 
tation of himself (Psa. 50: 23). 


Jehovah is a God of war (Exod. 15:3), 
and a God of judgment (15:6, 7). 

The God of judgment of the Old ‘Testa- 
ment is the same God revealed in the New 
(Rom. 1:18; 5:9; 1 Thess. 1: 10; 2 Thess. 
1:7, 9; Rev. 14:19). 

The man of faith is the man who knows 
only two directions — upward and forward; 
Moses looked up to God, and God’s com- 
mand was forward. 


Cotumera, S. C. 
Me 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


CK. you mention four. reasons why God 
did not lead them by the way of the 
Philistines, in addition to the reason that 
Israel was not prepared for war? 

2. In what ways were Pharaoh and the Is- 
raelites alike in a strange forgetting of the 
mighty works of God? 

3. Of what two things may we count the 
miracle at the Red Sea a type? < 


4. Can you mention seven characteristics or 
qualities of Moses as a leader, revealed in 
this lesson? 


5. What is the first reference to. dancing 
in. the Bible? What is the second? What 
kinds of dances were they, and what do they 
reveal -about dancing? 


6. In what cases should we stop praying? 
In what petitions do Christians often make 
the mistake of hindering the blessing by keep- 
ing on with prayer? 

7. Why do we not have visible manifesta- 
tions of the presence of God today, such as 
the pillar of cloud and fire? 

8. Did the Israelites in Old - Testament 
times have only the shadow of the great spir- 
itual realities? 

9. Is there a great difference in the mat- 
ter of guidance when worked these great 
miracles, and in his guidance of Christians 
today ? 

10. What is the constant evidence in the 
life of true believers today of the supernatural 
working of God in their behalf? Answer in 
three words. 





Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are given 
on page 515 of this issue.. 
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Lesson for August 1 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Long Way Round.—God led the 
people about, through the . . . wilderness 
(Exod. 13:18). Here is a fine example of 
the old saying, “The farthest way ’round 
is the surest way home.” Always a pas- 
toral people the Israelites had become now 
a soft, undisciplined, weak-kneed mob. 

The whole history for the following 
years was a continuous performance of what 
the boys call “the baby act.” They could 
not take the bee line to the Promised Land 
because they had not yet learned how to 
trust God. Short cuts are dangerous when 
there is no trust in God. There was neither 
faith nor fight in Israel. It took forty years 
of wilderness schooling to produce an 
achieving generation, fearless in a full faith. 
. Many short cuts are dangerous. That 
one to riches, for example. That way is 
through a Philistine coast strewn with 
broken hearts and by many an unmentioned 
grave. The dynamo back of the little green 
door goes humming and the trap door goes 
banging. 

As we read the careers of successful and 
honored men we find that almost every one, 
I was about to say, every one, came “the 
long way ’round.” David refused the short 
cut to the throne (1 Sam. 24:6). 

I happen at the moment to be reading 
the life of Hans Christian Andersen, the 
great Danish teller of delightful fairy 
stories, many of which I hope you have 
read. It was a tremendously long way 
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’round for Hans, as it has been for many 
another great writer. While for inventors, 
artists, manufacturers, it has been the long 
way every time. Ask Henry Ford, the 
watchmaker ; Charles M. Schwab, the green 
grocer’s boy; Woolworth, the 5 and 10 
store clerk. Nikola Tesla says, “I had to 
wait nineteen years before Niagara was 
harnessed by my system, and fifteen years 
before the basic inventions for wireless, 
which I gave to the world in 1893, were 
applied universally” (Liberty, Feb. 9, 1935). 
So, my boy, what’s the hurry? 


In the Clouds.—BPy day in a pillar of a 
cloud, .. . and by night in a pillar of fire 
(v. 21). Every now and then some busi- 
ness organization, in order to attract 
patrons, advertises “Day and Night Serv- 
ice.” This is supposed to be the perfection 
of service. It was such a service that God 
gave his chosen people. 

The other day at the Philadelphia bank 
where I do business I held the front door 
open as two elderly ladies came in. “This 
is the kind of service we are giving at this 
bank,” I said with a laugh. I was well 
paid by the little courteous gesture and by 
the two appreciative smiles, I got with a 
“Thank you, sir!” 

God planned to make the way back to 
the land of Milk and Honey easier, but it 
would seem from the record he got neither 
the smile nor the “Thank you,” from that 
ex-slave company. 

All the way the cloud and the fire was 
opening the door, but the people only com- 
plained—I had almost written “just 


‘And the Lord went beiore them by day ina pillar 
of a cloud,to lead them the way,; and by night in 
a pillar of fire,to dive them light; to do by 


Yi, day and night, ~ 
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Many of Dr. Pace’s choicest cartoons have been published in poster form. Fifty-two of these, 
with a display frame, may be. had for $5.20; without frame, $4. 
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Gospel Truth Poster Service, Box 388, Findlay, Ohio. 
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kicked,” and I would have Scripture for it, 
too (1 Sam, 2:20). 

Did you ever ride through a mountaintop 
cloud -in daytime? Night riding is bad 
enough, but day riding is much worse. At 
night a low fog light will show you the 
edge of the road. 

On the Lincoln Highway over the Alle- 
gheny Mountains the State has painted on 
the cement a broad white line some eight 
or ten inches wide and broken into eight 
or ten pieces like the famous “dotted line” 
on which you “sign.” 

This line keeps you on the road when 
in the cloud you crawl slowly along. When 
you have this experience, as I had, you 
will understand the value of the cloud, 
which God used to wrap up his people so 
safely. 

That is to say, Heaven has no need of 
an army to fight its battles, if any, or take 
care of its children. When the cloud comes 
down, the flier with his bombing plane is 
defeated, and the men who man the guns 
don’t know where to shoot. So why worry? 
God can take care of his own just by 
lowering a single cloud. 


The Zest of Adventure.—Speak unto the 
children of Israel, that they go forward 
(14:15). All the ministerial readers of 
this Corner who have in the “barrel” a 
sermon on this text will please stand up. 
Yes, I thought so! 

It was after the preaching of the ser- 
mon you went ahead with the new church 
—or whatever other. And in due course, 
with perhaps a “Red Sea” and a “Wilder- 
ness” to try your mettle, you arrived over 
the “Jordan” into the Promised Land of 
your Desire. “Into the land-..+ they came” 
(Gen. 12:5). 

One of the finest sermons I have ever 
heard was by Dr. Blackwelder in the Christ 
Lutheran Church in Baltimore. Its title 
was “Don’t be afraid to fail.” He used 
many illustrations of great achievement by 
men not afraid to fail, The American 
Colonies in 1776. Christopher Columbus. 
Cyrus Field and his Atlantic cable. The 
noble army of martyrs. The “Stams” in 
China, and many another missionary. The 
great inventors and explorers. 

Then he came to the Lord Jesus. When 
Jesus came “into his own country, he... 
did not many mighty works there because 
of their unbelief” (Matt. 13:54, 58). Then 
that experience at this home town of Naz- 
areth. Followed by a similar danger in 
the Temple (Luke 4:29; John 8:59). But 
there was no failure for the Lord Jesus. 
Behold, the Christian church! 

There was no failure for Columbus and 
the Pilgrim Fathers and the American 
Colonies. 

When a movement is in the hand of God 
for a forward march we can go right ahead. 
Davy Crockett’s motto, you may remem- 
ber, was, “Be sure you’re right, then go 
ahead.” How can we be sure God is in 
the enterprise? Easily. Ask him. 

When you “go forward” you are not 
likely to have an easy time. There is no 
fun in easy things to red-blooded people. 
I play “Old Maid” with the little folks, 
not for the fun of it, but to make them 
happy in “making gran-favver Old Maid.” 

The interest and pep in the “go forward” 
movement lies in the obstacles and dangers 
to be met and overcome. Why do men 
spend time and money tramping fields full 
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of rattlesnakes and forests and jungies full 
of varmints and insects after game they 
could buy at home without discomfort? The 
thrill of going forward is the answer. And 
if you can read between the lines you will 
catch the zest of the Sunday school fishing 
and hunting. 


CoATESVILLE, Pa, 
we 


The Illustration Round. Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 

for this department; one dollar is paid for 

each illustration accepted, and two dollars 
for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson, 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
lusit Oo ait the tetel for aug emo beesen. 


Guides That Stumble.—The Lord shall 
guide thee continually (Golden Text). In 
our day of spurious guidance — “psychic 
research”; “Spiritualism, seances, and me- 
diums”; “the planchette [Ouija board]”; 
and a “house party religion” —we espe- 
cially need to heed our Lord’s warning 
concerning “Blind Guides.” Richmond 
Pearson Hobson, distinguished American 
naval officer and lecturer, is credited with 
the following story: An elderly lady was 
standing at an intersection in one of our 
large cities. She was timidly waiting for 
a let-up in the mass of vehicular traffic. 
An old man approached her and asked: 
“May I walk with you across the street?” 
She consented and he offered his arm, and 
together they threaded their way over the 
avenue. Suddenly he tripped and very 


nearly dragged her to a fall. With some 
indignation she said: “You're a fine help; 
you walk like a blind man.” To this he 


replied, “I am blind, and therefore asked 
if I might walk with you.”—Sent by the 
Rev. Thomas Todd Edwards, Fleischmanns, 
N. Y._ Prize illustration. 


God’s Perspective.—Bui God led the 
people about, through the way of the wil- 
derness (Exod. 13:18). When the Eng- 
lish soldiers were marching up the heights 
of Alma, meeting the Russians who were 
marching down toward the English lines, 
there came a command for the English 
company to divide, part turning to the left 
and marching along the side of the hill. 
It seemed a foolish order when first re- 
ceived by the soldiers. There were Rus- 
sians marching right in their teeth, and 
yet half of them were-to turn away when 
the foe was close upon them! But the 
order was not long considered foolish. 
Those that turned to the left soon found 
that a company of Russians had been se- 
cretly coming up the side of the hill to 
fall upon the English unawares. The 
commander-in-chief from the hill on which 
he stood could see all the movements of 
the foe, while those that. were perplexed at 
his orders could see only. a small portion 
of the field. So He who orders our life 
sees all the movements of the powers of 
darkness, and to deliver us from their plots 
and designs, he often leads us by a way we 
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know not.—From the Biblical Illustrater. 
Sent by the Rev. Guru Manickam, Udumal- 
pet, Coimbatore Dist., S. India. 


Don’t Forget to Cry.—And the children 
of Israel cried out unto the Lord (14: 10). 
If you had been engaged in a ministry 
of song over the air, how would you feel 
if you had a letter like this? “Thank you 
for saving me from suicide! We moved 
to Newark, thinking that my husband could 
get work in a big city. For ten days he 
roamed the streets looking for some kind 
of work, and two days ago he said he 
would not come home until he got a job. 
In the meantime my little girl took ill. with 
a high fever and I was desperate because 
I had no money and did not know. where 
to go to get help, for I did not know any- 
one in the city. I just thought I would 
end it all by turning on the gas, when I 
remembered the radio. I thought perhaps 
I could hear a little jazz or something funny, 
and the first thing I heard was, ‘The Lord’s 
our Rock, in Him we hide, a shelter in 
the time of storm.” I had forgotten all 
about him, and dropped to my knees, ask- 
ing him to help me; when the next thing 
I heard was, ‘Take time to be holy, Speak 
oft with thy Lord.’ I had forgotten all 
about that tune. Things turned from that 
time on, and my husband came in, saying 
he had found work. Thank you again and 
for saving me from such dreadful cow- 
ardliness."—From The Sunday School 
Times. Sent by Mac C. Wells, Mooers 
Forks, N. ¥. 


Their Supernatural Protector.—Fear ye 
not, stand still, and see the salvation of the 
Lord, which. he will shew to you to day 
(v. 13). The burning of a chapel on Hata- 
gate Street, Pekin, June 13, 1900, was the 
signal for the destruction of all the mis- 
sion and other foreign buildings in the 
city. The Methodist Mission was the best 
defended, and into it most of the mission- 
aries of all denominations flocked for safety. 
Captain Hall, with a company of Amer- 
ican marines, was sent to defend it. The 
Asbury Church, the finest Protestant 
church edifice in China, was turned into a 
fort. Some of the marines stood guard 
upon its roof. Their forms in the night 
looked to the natives almost like spirits 
against the sky; and the Chinese said that 
a superhuman being had come from Amer- 
ica and lighted upon the dome and ren- 
dered futile the divine charms of the 
Boxers. America’s God did preside over 
his imprisoned children and preserved them. 
—From “The Speaking Oak,” by Ferdi- 
nand C. Iglehart. Sent by Thomas N. 
Street, Westfield, N. J. 


Poor Prospects for the Doctor.—Fear 
ye not (v. 13). In his book, “Fear,” Dr. 
John Rathbone Oliver tells of remarking 
to one of his patients, who was a nervous 
wreck: “I'll tell you the kind of people 
that I do not see in my office, not as a 
general rule. So far as my experience 
goes, the people who do not seem to be 
assailed and possessed by fear are those 
who believe and practice the Christian re- 
ligion.”,—From “To-Day.” Sent by Ruth 
B. McDowell, Mooers, N. Y. 


When God Says, “Go On!”’—Go for- 
ward (v. 15). 


Have you come to the Red Sea place in your 


ife, 
Where in ‘spite of all you can do, 





july 17, 1937 


There is no way out, there is no way back, 
There is no other way but through? 
Then wait on the Lord with a trust serene 
Till the night. of your fear is gone; 
He will send the wind, He will heap the floods, 
When He says to your soul, ‘Go on.’ 
—From Annie Johnson Flint, in “By the 
Way, Travellogues of Cheer.” Sent by Mar- 
jorie M. Bowden, Villisco. Iowa; and M. 
H. James, Toronto, Ont., Can. 


A Child’s Prayer and a Savage Dog. 
—The Lord shall fight for you (v. 14). 
The Turks, having tortured and slain the 
parents of a little Armenian girl before 
her eyes, turned to the child and said: 
“Will you renounce your faith in Jesus 
and live?” She: replied, “I will not.” 
“Then to the dogs!” She was. thrown into 
a kennel of savage and famished dogs and 
left there. The next morning they came 
and looked in to see the little girl on her 
knees praying, and beside her the largest 
and most savage of all the dogs snapping 
at every dog that ventured near, thus pro- 
tecting the child. The en ran away ter- 
rified,. crying out, “There is a God here! 
There is a God here!”—From The Sunday 
School Times. Sent by M. H, James, To- 
ronto, Ont., Can. 

ye 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: Stop and Go. 

Discussion: Survey some of the problems 
that come into every fellow’s life — espe- 
cially to the fellow who is trying to be a 
true disciple of Jesus Christ. 


Objective: Being alert and. responsive to 
e “Signals.” 











AY, fellows, we travel by signals these 

days. If one is much on the road, 
“Stop” and “Go” signs demand his. atten- 
tion; and if he goes when he should. stop, 
or stops when he should go, it is just too 
bad. 

The Lord God hung his great traffic 
signals in the sky for the fleeing Israelites 
—a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of 
fire by night. They knew by these when 
to stop and when to go—and one sign 
was as important as the other. 

God gave them directions not only by 
means of the pillar’ of cloud and the pillar 
of fire, but also through Moses his servant. 
Sometimes he seemed to lead them into 
impossible places, as when he told them 
to turn aside and encamp between Migdol 
and the sea—a kind of a pocket or trap 
where the Egyptians could descend upon 
them and crush them. Thc Israelites were 
sure this would be their end, and they 
cried out against Moses; but he told them: 
“Fear ye not, stand still, and see the sal- 
vation of the Lord, which he will shew 
to you to day: for the Egyptians whom 
ye have seen to day, ye shall see them 
again no more for ever.” That was a stop 
signal, when every human reasoning would 
have said, “Move out of here, quick!” God 
knew what he was going to do with his 
Mighty Hand and he only needed to be 
trusted and obeyed. Next came the “Go” 
signal, pointing to another even more im- 
possible place—right out into the sea. 
The Lord said to Moses, “Speak unto the 
children of Israel, that they go forward.” 

And, fellows, here is another significant 
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and interesting fact about those signals. 
They were a godsend to the Israelites and 
at the same time a confusion and a snare 
to their enemies, the Egyptians. 

There is a double good in every token 
from out heavenly Father to his trusting 
children. It is profitable to us and un- 
profitable to the enemy of our souls. To 
them that believe, Jesus Christ is the chief 
corner stone, but he is a rock of offense 
and stumbling to unbelievers (1 Pet. 2: 6- 
8). The pillar of cloud moved between 
Israel and their enemies. To Israel it 
glowed with brightness and made clear 
the way. To the Egyptians it brought 
darkness and caused them to. fear and to 
flounder — ultimately into the closing sea 
and to their destruction. 

Fellows, there is clear guidance for the 
trusting believer in Jesus Christ. The Holy 
Spirit (as promised in John -14:16, 26) 
brings Jesus Christ into our conscious life 
in such a way that we move forward in 
the very wisdom oi God. To such, life 
fs peace and joy—a continual and con- 
‘scious walk with God. 


Mipp.esroox, Va. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 512) 


1. God told Moses they were to worship 
in Mount Sinai. Moses told Pharaoh they 
were to go three days into the wilderness. 
God needed to have them in the wilderness 
to give them the law. God forsaw that there 
would be the long wandering in the wilder- 
ness. Israel needed the training and prepara- 
tion they received in the wilderness. 

2. Pharaoh soon forgot the meaning of the 
miracles of judgment. Israel soon forgot 
the meaning of the miracles of mercy. 


3. It is a type of. resurrection power. The 
passover. typified the fact that salvation is by 
blood. The deliverance at the Red Sea rep- 
resented the mighty power of God as ex- 
pressed in the resurrection. -Christ’s death 
and resurrection are related in the same way 
as the passover and the deliverance at the Red 
Sea in the redemption from Egypt. The de- 
liverance also is a type of the last great de- 
feat of Antichrist. 

4. Patience, meekness, prayerfulness, faith, 
courage, gratitude, faithfulness. 

5. The first is in Exodus 15:20, when 
Miriam led the women in praise to God with 
music and dignified rhythmical movement. The 
second mention is in Exodus 32: 19, the danc- 
ing of the Israelites in. connection with the 
worship of the golden calf. The first was 
dancing to the glory of God. The second was 
the dance of evil indulgence in the false pleas- 
ures of sin. The modern dance is like the 
second, not the first. 

6. When prayer has been answered, we 
should stop asking for that particular thing. 
When it is time for action, or when it is our 
duty to do something else, we should cease 
praying. Christians frequently make the mis- 
take of praying for spiritual blessings and 
not taking the answer (1 John 5: 14, 15). 

7. These visible manifestations were given 
in the early stages of revelation, when be- 
lievers were children in the faithh We now 
have the actual presence of the Holy Spirit, 
but we walk by faith, not by sight. 

8. No. The living God himself was in 
their midst. Their faith was in God him- 
self. The visible manifestations and the out- 
ward ordinances were the means by which 
je were to reach God himself through their 
aith. 

9. All the essential truths are the same. 
God’s people still come into places of great 
difficulty, and need to trust God for deliver- 
ance. God still guides his people by his per- 
sonal presence. 

10. Answers to prayer. 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard, LL.D. 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, we 
thank thee that we may have thy sure guidance 
in the day or in the dark, in accordance with 
our need. We think too much of our own equip- 
We rely too much upon our strength of 
mind and body. We would be more trustful in 
thy strength and without the fears that so often 
beset us. Help us from this lesson tc see how 
wonderfully thou dost guard and guide thy 
people. Help us to understand the call to go 
forward when thou art, as ever, preparing the 
way for those who trust thee. May no fear- 
some sights or sounds or forebodings keep us 
from seeing thy hand and hearing thy voice 
day by day. We ask it in the name of our 
Lerd Jesus. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—It is a hard matter 
for us to stand still. One man who recently 
had his photograph made looked so quiet 
in his picture that a young friend of his 
said: “I don’t see how Mr. —— ever had 
that picture made. He is on the move all 
the time, and it seems strange to see him 
still enough to have a snapshot made.” So 
many of us are like that. We feel there 
must be something doing all the time in 
which we have a hand, and our restless- 
ness is not the best thing about us. Do you 
remember Mrs. Browning’s lines? 
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And I smiled to think God’s greatness flowed 
around our incompleteness, — 
Round our restlessness His rest. 

What joy there is in knowing that we are 
not able to meet the occasions of life, but 
that God is able,.and he does give us all 
strength and grace in accordance with our 
need. In his little book “Christus Con- 
solator,” Bishop Moule tells of a visit he 
made to Westminster Abbey late one night, 
under the guidance of a friend who went 
about with him with a lantern. He tells 
of the vast darkness of the Abbey; the 
soaring columns; the dim arches, and a 
little light that enabled. the two men to 
move about. But the next morning he 
stood in one of the stalls of the choir, The 
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whole glorious structure was alight with 
day, and he could see the splendid design 
of the architecture and the structure of 
form in what had been in the night nothing 
but shadow. God does this for us in our 
daily walk. How dark it seemed to the 
Israelites! How glorious was the triumph 
that came to them when what Moses said, 
speaking for Jehovah, turned out so mar- 
velously! Let us not forget that God does 
that in such ways as may be needed for 
us in our day. Shall we thank him now, as 
we bow our heads in prayer? 


PHILADELPHIA. 


Your Class of Girls 


By Mrs. Evelyn M. McClusky 
Director of The Miracle Book Club 


prAtst was driving her friend across 
the San Francisco Bridge. 

“These are strange lights,” said Jane. 
“The amber color is so different.” 

“Yes, the amber gives no glare, and is 
supposed to shine through fog. The ljghts 
on this bridge give the equivalent of forty 
moons.” 

“Think of that!” said Jane. “And did 
you hear Captain Wallis say that as the 
moon receives her light from the sun, so 
the Church is to receive her light from 
Christ?” 

“These amber lights,” said Patsy, “make 
me think of the descriptions in the first 
chapter of Ezekiel where the vision of the 
heavens showed God: ‘And I looked, and, 
behold, a whirlwind came out of the north, 
a great cloud, and a fire infolding itself, 
and a brightness was about it, and out of 
the midst thereof as the colour of amber, 
out of the midst of the fire’ (Ezek. 1: 4). 
And then in a later verse: ‘The likeness 
of the throne was the likeness as the ap- 
pearance of a man above upon it. And I 
saw as the colour of amber, as the appear- 
ance of fire round about within it, from 
the appearance of his loins even upward, 
and from the appearance ef his loins even 
downward, I saw as it were the appearance 
of fire, and it had brightness round about,’ ” 

Jane was interested. ‘And what other 
thoughts, Patsy?” 


Patsy smiled. “Of the fact that this 
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amber dispels fog, and that Christ, as the 
Light of the world, dispels our fog when 
he can get into a befogged head and heart.” 

Jane added::.“And all of us who have 
Christ’s light in us are supposed to re- 
flect, as surely as the moon reflects the 
sun,” 

“I’m thankful I didn’t live when the Is- 
raelites did,” said Patsy. 

“Why?” asked Jane. 

“Because it is so much more wonderful 
to have God leading IN US.” 

“But some people never know how to 
allow God to lead. How do you mean that 
he leads IN you, Patsy?” 

“I’m just beginning to discover, but I 
can suggest what some others have dis- 
covered: That if we are inclined to think 
any thoughts that are not glorifying Christ, 
we are sure to be led astray, for our 
thoughts lead us into actions and into dif- 
ficulties, or into places of privilege. We 
are to measure everything by the Word of 
God, and if our thoughts and plans do 
not harmonize with the revealed will of 
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father used to say, ‘When in doubt, don’t’ 

“I do know that the advice to have no 
predetermined will of our own is the only 
way to give the will of God right of way 
in our lives. If we count God sovereign 
we shall be happier than if we try to man- 
age his affairs,” 

For some distance there was silence be- 
tween the girls, then Jane said, “I won- 
der what kind of cloud will appear for 
us when Christ himself comes to gather 
into the air those who are. his.” 

Luke 24: 13-52; Acts 1:10, 11; 1 Thes- 
salonians 4: 14-18; John 8:12; Colossians 
1: 10-14; Ephesians 5:8; 1 Corinthians 6: 
19, 20; 1 John 4:4; 1. Peter 2:9; Revela- 
tion 21: 22-27; 22:5. 

OaxkLanp, CALIF. 


For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week © 


Material: For this month’s lessons, the 
sand table will be valuable. Make the Red 
Sea, show the path of dry land, make tiny 
paper tents for the camp of Israel. In other 
words, make the stories live before the 
child’s eyes. If these lessons are taught 
so, they will never be forgotten. In case 
the sand table is impossible, use the black- 
board or picturegraph, building your pic- 
tures as you teach. 

For this lesson, make cards for the Mem- 
ory Verse with a shining cloud. This can 
be made with gold paint. 











AST Sunday we had the story of the 

Passover, and we saw the Israelites 
leaving Egypt. God led them out by way 
of the Red Sea, and they camped in the 
wilderness by the sea. God had a strange 
way of leading them. In the daytime, a 
cloud, tall like a pillar, went before them, 
and at night it became a pillar of fire, to 
give them light. 

After the Israelites had left Egypt, the 
Egyptians began to be sorry they had let 
them go, for they were the servants and 
slaves. Pharaoh decided he would go after 
them, so he gathered all the chariots of 
Egypt, with a captain in each one, and 
they went after the Israelites, and over- 
took them, camped by the sea, 

The Israelites saw the Egyptians coming, 
and they were afraid. No wonder. In 
front of them was the sea, on each side 
the wilderness, and behind them the army 
of Pharaoh. 

But God was caring for them, and the 
angel that led them moved behind them, 
and the pillar of cloud went from before 
them and stood behind them, and it was 
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a pillar of fire to light them, and clouds 
and darkness to the Egyptians. All night 
it stayed there and the Egyptians could not 
come near them. 

God told Moses to stretch out his hand 
over the sea, and all night God was work- 
ing for the children of Israel, blowing back 
the Red Sea with a strong east wind, so 
that the waters were divided .and. there 
was a path of dry land through the sea. 
Then Moses led the people through the 
Red Sea, upon this dry ground, with a 
wall of water on each side. 

Very early in the morning the Egyptians 
followed after them into the middle of the 
sea, but God troubled them, and their 
chariot wheels came off, and they .were 
frightened and said, “Let us flee from the 
face of Israel; for the Lord fighteth for 
them against the Egyptians.” 

But God told Moses to stretch out his 
hand over the sea, and when Moses did 
so, the waters of the sea flowed over the 
dry path, covering all the Egyptians and 
their houses and chariots. So God saved 
his chosen people, and led them on by the 
cloud and the fire. 

Let’s print our Memory Verse, “Thou 
art the God that doest wonders” (Psa. 77: 
14a). And God is still the God that does 
wonderful things. 


Mopesto, CAtir. 
ye 


“The Word of the Lord 
Was Precious” 
(Continued from the second page) 


Moses, Is Jehovah’s hand waxed short? 
now shalt thou see whether my word shaH 
come to pass unto thee or not.” We ac- 
cepted this as the Lord’s message to us, 
and retired in the confidence that all was 
well. In the night the Lord continued to 
assure me with Jeremiah 29:11: “For I 
know the thoughts that I think towards 
you, saith Jehovah, thoughts of peace, and 
not of evil.” Of course there could be 
no trouble that night. 

Each one of us learned more of the pre- 
ciousness of the Scriptures during that 
period. Day after day the Lord spoke 
peace to me. The third and fourth Psalms 
were impressed upon my heart in a special 
way. The Spirit of God spoke to me 
through Job 22:21: “Acquaint now thy- 
self with him, and be at peace: thereby 
good shall come unto thee.” We all smiled - 
when at a prayer meeting later in that week 
I remarked that my heart had been ringing 
with Exodus 14: 13, in which it was proph- 
esied concerning Israel’s foes that “ye shall 
see them again no more for ever.” The 
Lord’s word came to pass for Israel, and 
it similarly came to pass for us. 

Government soldiers reached the city 
April 4, one of the city gates was opened, 
the invaders were gone, and the siege of 
Hungtung passed into history. 

More than a month has passed since 
then, and we now are receiving letters 
telling how dear ones in the homeland 
prayed for us. Most remarkable is a 
letter from my mother declaring that on 
Thursday, March 19, she spent nearly a 
sleepless night, being burdened about us. 
Her Thursday night was our Friday, the 
day of the night on which our city was 
attacked. She knew nothing of our danger 
then; but our Father in Heaven knew, and 
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roused her to pray for her children and 
his. 

We unite in saying that “he hath done 
all. things well.” What shall we render to 
the Lord for all his benefits? We find 
the answer to that question in Psalm 116: 
13, “I will take the cup of salvation, and 
call upon the name of Jehovah.” Let us 
take the whole cup of salvation — not 
merely the first sip which tells of sins 
forgiven, but all of the good things which 
God hath prepared for those who love him. 
Let us honor him by appropriating those 
spiritual blessings with which he hath 
blessed us in the heavenly places in Christ 
(Eph. 1:3). 





Girls’ Problems of Today 


Discussed by Mother Ruth 





Questions for answer, and other communi- 

cations, may be addressed to Mother Ruth, 

The Sunday School Times, 325 orth 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. No names 

or addresses or identity will be published 

in The Sunday School Times; and if ques- 

tions are too personal for an answer in 

these columns, Mother Ruth will be glad 

to reply individually if possible, if return 
: ‘pestage is enclosed. 

Dear Mother Ruth: Would like very much 
to know what you think of the following. Is 
it wrong, or sin, for a person, not a Christian, 
to dance, smoke, and go to a fortune teller? 
I believe it is just natural for them to do those 
things. If they were saved they wouldn’t care 
for such things. Is it right to tell an unsaved 
person it is sin for them to take part in these 
attractions? I feel it isn’t proper to tell them 
that; but please let me know what you think. 
I do enjoy your answers to Girls’ Problems, and 
thank you for answering this. 


Y DEAR GIRL: Dancing, smoking, 

and fortune telling! I never sit in 
judgment and tell people they sin when they 
do the things of the world. You and I 
must answer to God for our lives and the 
things we do day by day, and since I know 
him,-I could not do the things which I 
know would displease him. We are taught 
in the Bible that fortune telling is of the 
Devil. Therefore, I would have no desire 
to go to a fortune teller, and I would con- 
sider it was evil and of Satan, and I as- 
sure you I would choose none of his com- 
pany... 

Those of us who love the Lord turn 
away. from sin and the things that may 
lead.to sin, because we seek to please him. 
God looks at the heart, and judges us from 
within, while man looks on the outward ap- 
pearance,—and you know that may be 
deceiving; but there is no deceiving God! 
He knows our motives and our desires, too. 
And when we love him and seek to please 
him, we choose to walk with him and go 
His way, and take the narrow road, de- 
scribed in~Matthew 7: 13, 14. 

May I say an extra word about smok- 
ing?’ Because I am a Christian I would 
not smoke; but if I were not a Christian, 
I could not so lower my womanhood as to 
take a stinking cigarette and ruin my health 
and make myself obnoxious to those around 
me. The effect upon our children of 
taking nicotine into the body is beyond 
computing. When we remember what it 
means to the unborn children, it is a heart- 
less habit and the consequences are inde- 
scribable. May you use every influence, with 
our own ‘sex especially, to save the children 
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not yet born. Send and get leaflets on this 
subject (see below) and do not let one girl 
of your acquaintance be without the knowl- 
edge of the effects. of this evil. All over 
our country the influences of Satan are 
felt, and I wonder how a child of God 
could so defile the temple of the Holy Spirit, 
who abides within. If you will read John 
1: 11-13, and find our relation to God as 
his child, you will then want to turn to 
2 Corinthians 6:17, 18, and learn that only 
the separated life will satisfy the one who 
bears the impress of a child of God. 


Now turn to Romans 12:1, 2, and you - 


will find that when we are yielded to God 
we are transformed; we are not the same. 
And when we are transformed, we certainly 
have new tastes and new desires. Only as 
we overcome self, can we ever expect to 
be what we ought to be. Then will come 
the fruit of the Spirit, from the planting 
of the Word of life, and we shall enjoy 
the riches of our inheritance both here and 
hereafter. 

_ Leaflets about smoking may be procured 
from the following: 


“Why I Do Not Smoke,” Board of Tem- 
perance, M. E. Church, 100 Maryland Ave- 
nue, N. E., Washington, D. C., 25 cents a 
hundred. 

“The. Tobacco Habit’; “The Deadly Ciga- 
rette Habit’; Berachah Church, 1608 W. 
Allegheny Avenue, Phila., free for stamps 
to cover distribution. 

“Would the Bride of Christ Smoke?” L. 
E. Singer, 1124 Columbia Street, Portland, 
Oreg., 30 cents a hundred. 

“Why Girls Should Not Smoke”; “Why 
Boys Should Not Smoke”; “How to Cure the 
Cigarette Habit’ — These three may be had 
at the National Temperance Society, 289 
Fourth Avenue, New York, N. Y., 25 cents a 
hundred. 
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The Great Shepherd 
By Eva Raw Baird 


“ SHOULD like to go through the 
Raven’s Ravine,” said Azeez, as he 
rested from his turn of grinding corn, and 
watched his sister Azeezeh place more corn 
between the two round stones and begin 
to move the handle. 

“Alone?”. asked Azeezeh, with a note of 
wonder in her voice. The Raven’s Ravine 
was one of the most dangerous paths their 
flock of sheep ever had to take. 

“Well, maybe not alone the first time,” 
conceded Azeez. I might make it alone 
in the daytime, but I want to see it at 
night when it is dark and awful.” 

“I don’t want to see it at all,” declared 
Azeezeh. “Of course if our sheep had to 
be taken through such a place and I was 
the only person to take them, I would try 
to be a good shepherd and be brave. But 
you don’t catch me going through Raven’s 
Ravine for fun.” 

“I wasn’t thinking of fun either,” Azeez 
defended himself. “But sometimes you have 
to learn to be brave. If I could go through 
with Father sometime I wouldn’t be afraid 
no matter how dark it was or how much 
the ravens croaked.” 

“No,” agreed Azeezeh. “You wouldn’t 
be afraid with Father anywhere. You 
think that if you went through once with 
him then you wouldn’t be afraid to go 





* 517 


A-Millennial? =| 
Pre-Millennial? 
Post-Millennial ? 


If you are a pre-millenarian, I 
have a message of supreme value 
for these dark days. I advertised 
this same message some time 
ago. The responses from those 
who had sent for it were filled 
with gratitude to God for a new 
revelation that had come to them; 
almost re said in effect: 
**This should be read by every 
Christian in America.” 








So I am making the same an- 
nouncement once again; I want 
to reach every true Christian who 
is longing for the coming of the 
King, and I am doing may part to 
accomplish it. Whether I reach 
you depends on yourself. 


Just enclose 10c (stamps will 
do) in a letter and say, “‘l ama 
pre-millenarian; send me your 
message.” If you are not a pre 
millenarian, please do not answer 
this advertisement. 


And may I remind you also of 
the continuous needs of our mis- 
sionary undertakings? In the 
spirit of Isaiah 40:1, 2, we stand 
astride the world and seek to 
bridge the gulf between a misrep- 
resented Christianity and a mis- 
led Judaism. In this ministry of 
reconciliation (2 Cor. 5:18) your 
faithful, prayerful undergirdin 
is needed far more than you wi 
ever know this side of eternity. 


Our work merits your every 
confidence. It is a program of 
world wide Gospel testimony to 
the Jews. Your fellowship in 
prayer and in gift is always wel- 
come and appreciated. Our 
monthly publication 
' THE CHOSEN PEOPLE 


is of course sent to all con- 
tributors. 


~~ 





J. HOFFMAN COHN 
AMERICAN BOARD OF MISSIONS 
TO THE JEWS, inc., 


27 Throop Ave., Brooklyn, New York. 
DEAR BROTHER: I am a pre-millen- 


arian; herein I enclose roc; send 
me your message. I also joyfully en- 





close $. . . . as my fellowship with 
you in your world wide Gospel min- 
istry to Israel. 
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through again without him? It might work, 
but I don’t want to go. There’s Father 
now. Why don’t you tell him your idea? 
I'll finish grinding this corn.” 

Azeezeh saw the two meet and her father 
listening to Azeez. They stopped and 
seemed to be taking: a look at the weather. 
Then Azeez came running back to his sis- 
ter. 

“Father is going tomorrow,” he cried, 
“and he says this is just the time for me 
to make thé trip with him. There are no 
lambs, you know.” 

“Azeez will be the lamb,” joked their 
father, as he joined them. “I will carry 
him in my bosom when he gets scared.” 

The trip through the Raven’s Ravine 
was for the purpose of taking a few sheep 
that were being sold to a shepherd on the 
other side of the hills. There would be 
no sheep on the return trip. 

With lunch in their scrips and each of 









UNION LESSON HELPS 
on the International Uniform Lessons 


are ROOTED in the BIBLE 


eee Free from denominational bias 
or Fh ans omy mg Age ro 

publications can use 
Inspiring safety in any Sunday school. 
Practical Th ds of schools are find- 
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Tried be the answer to the Lesson 
Help problem in your school. 


Write today for free specimens 


American Sunday-School Union 
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STUDIES IN THE 
BOOK OF EXODUS 


By PASTOR E. DREW 


These lessons are sent forth with a desire to 
show in some measure how fully Christ is re- 
vealed in the Old Testament. The typology of 
the Pentateuch opens endless stores of price- 
less teaching concerning the Person and the 
Work of the Lord Jesus Christ, for the God of 
Israel is the “God of all grace.” Price $1.25. 


LONT & OVERKAMP PUB, CO. 
192 Jefferson Street, Paterson, N. J. 
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LITERATURE 


Quarterlies and Papers 


FOLLOWING THE 
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ALSO AN ADVANCED QUARTERLY 
KNOWN AS THE 


Bible Expositor and Illuminator 


Samples of Quarterlies and Papers 

and complete sample lesson of Bible 
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Officials. 


ADDRESS 
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them carrying a staff for climbing, Azeez 
and his father with half a dozen sheep 
started off the next morning. They had 
a happy forenoon in the sunshine before 
they started into the shadow between the 
hills. Then suddenly all was gloomy. The 
steep hills on either side shut out the sun, 
and the path narrowed. Azeez followed 
close behind his father with his eyes on 
his father’s feet. He knew better than 
to look down into the depths below. A 
few ravens with their wings spread wide 
passed over them, but did not threaten the 
flock. 

“Are the ravens really dangerous?” 
Azeez asked his father. 

“They will snatch a lonely lamb,” was 
the answer. A raven croaked hoarsely just 
then as though he was agreeing with what 
was said, 

“There, I knew I wouldn’t be: afraid,” 
cried Azeez as midafternoon brought them 
out to bright daylight on the other side of 
the hill. “I will never be afraid with you, 
Father.” 

They had a good rest and a pleasant sup- 
per at the home of the shepherd to whom 
the sheep were being sold. Then it was 
time to be starting. home. 

It was dark before they reached the 
Raven’s Ravine. ‘We shali not know the 
difference when we go through the hills,” 
said Azeez. “I don’t. believe it is going 
to be so scary as it was in the daytime.” — 

The stars shone brightly on the shelf 
of a path, giving light to guide their feet, 
and Azeez was able to forget the height 
above and the depth below. He simply 
followed his father. There were no ravens 
now, but occasionally calls of hyenas and 
jackals could be heard. 

“I should not like to be here alone,” 
Azeez told his father as a cry that sounded 
like a. wolf rent the air. 

“What if you had sheep to care for?” 
asked his father, remembering that Azeez 
had wanted to make this trip in order to 
learn to be a brave shepherd. 

“You would have to care for your sheep,” 
answered Azeez sturdily. “Maybe that 
would keep you from being afraid.” 

Dark ‘clouds began to rise in the sky 
hiding the stars. Azeez wondered how 
they would find their way. A few steps 
in the wrong direction might send them 
crashing down a precipice. 

“Tf almost know my way through here 
blindfolded,” his father assured him. “But 
you don’t. Take hold of my hand, and 
both of us will keep as close to the inside 
of the path as we can.” Azeez felt per- 
fectly safe with his hand in his father’s. 

The sky grew black. Finally they stop- 
ped and sat down by a rock. They could 
not see the path at all. 

“Binding this rock is fortunate,” said 
the man. “We can feel our way around it 
and rest on the other side until light 
comes.” 

“I want to hang onto you, Father,” cried 
Azeez. 

“TI want you to,” agreed his father. “You 
are my little lamb tonight.” Azeez laughed 
softly, but he was glad he was his father’s 
lamb. 

The rock not only offered them a place 
of safety but also a protection from the 
rising wind. They stretched out full 


length behind it, Azeez in his father’s arms. 
“Go to sleep, Son; if you want to,” said 
Azeez was almost asleep 


the shepherd. 


July 17, 1937 


when he suddenly wondered why his father 
wasn’t afraid. 

“You aren’t afraid, are you, Father?” 
he asked. 

“No, my son,” came the answer. 

“But whom do you trust?”- asked the 
re boy. “I have you, but you have :no- 

“Oh, yes, I have,” said his father. “I 
trust the Great Shepherd, the Lord him- 
self,’ 

Azeez slept soundly until his father 
awakened him. “The stars are shining 
again,” he said. “We can go on.”  Obe- 
diently, Azeez was on the path again fol- 
lowing his father. He did not: need to 
hold his hand now. They walked in-silence 
until the stars faded and dawn was break- 
ing. 

“Here we are safe on our own hillside,” 
said the father, as they came out into broad 
daylight. The whole night seemed like a 
dream to Azeez. ti 

“You did say it, Father, didn’t you?” 
asked Azeez timidly— “That there was a 
greater shepherd than you, and that you 
trusted him.” 

-“Of course I said it,” answered his father. 
“How else would I be a good shepherd if 
I did not trust the Lord to care for me 
and my sheep? The Lord is my shep- 
herd.” 

“May I say that, too?” asked Azeez. 

“Say it, my son. It is the best word a 
shepherd or anyone else can say.” 

“The Lord is my shepherd,” said Azeez 
happily. 

LoweLL, WAsuH. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











August 8. Gambling, a Racket. Exod. 20: 15; 
Matt. 27 : 35. 


Sunday, August 1 
The Universe God Made 
(Gen. 1: 1-8, 31; Psa. 8:3, 4; 


19:1, 2) 
(Consecration meeting) 





Mon.—‘“‘In the beginnivng—the Word” 

(John 1: 1-5). 
- Tues.—God seen in his works (Rom. 1 : 18- 

20). 

Wed.—“Framed by the Word of God” 
(Heb. 11 : 1-3). 

Thurs.—Majesty of the Creator (Isa. 40: 
12-26). 

Fri—‘The unknown God” (Acts 17 : 22- 
31). 

Sat.—Christ as Creator (Col. ¢ : 12-20). 











“Thou art, O God, the life and light 

Of all this wondrous world we see; 
Its glow by day, its smile by night, 

Are but reflections caught from Thee. 
Where’er we turn Thy glories shine, 
And ali things fair and brigut are Thine.” 

—Thomas Moore. 
The hand of God 
Has written legibly that man may know 
Tne glory of the Maker. 
—Henry Ware, Jr. 
E CANNOT read Geod’s Word very 
long or very. thoroughly without 
coming across two very important facts 
with regard to the universe in which we 
live.. The first is that God is the Author 

















Lesson for August 1 


and the Creator of- it. .The opening words 
of -the Scriptures tell us that “in the be- 
ginning God created the heaven and the 
earth.” John’s Gospel opens with the 
words, “In the beginning was. the Word, 
and. the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God” (John 1:1), and then 
continues, “all things were made by him; 
and without him was not any thing made 
that was made” (John 1:3). 


ye 

The second great truth that will be 
borne in upon us from the Bible is the 
fact that God intends his creation to wit- 
ness to its divine Creator and tell of his 
wonder and might. The inspired Psalm- 
ist in our Scripture lesson sings, “The 
heavens declare the glory of God; and 
the firmament sheweth his handywork. 
. Day unto’-day uttereth speech, and night 
unto night’ sheweth knowledge. There is 
no speech nor language, where their voice 
is not heard.” 

Whether it be in works of magnitude 
or in the delicate precision of microscopic 
objects, the skill and wisdom of the Crea- 
tor shines forth for those who will see 
and ponder. A great evangelist once said 
that whenever he saw the Rocky Moun- 
tains it seemed to him as though God had 
said, “You have seen some of my other 
works of nature, but now I will roll up my 
sleeves and show you just what I can do.” 
Yet, when we take a powerful microscope 
and compare the sting of a bee with the 
finest needle that man can produce, we 
see that man’s work is crude and faulty 
beside the perfection of the Creator’s skill. 

b 4 

Paul tells us that God’s created uni- 
verse is a visible revelation of the “in- 
visible things of him .. . even his eternal 
power and Godhead” (Rom. 1:20). In 
its beauty and majesty and intricate inter- 
weaving, God’s creation is a mark of his 
love and grace, for he has clothed the 
very necessary and commonplace things 
of life in a way that delights our 7 and 
gives us pleasure and joy. 

But the wonders of God’s creation also 
impose upon man a solemn responsibility, 
for, having pointed man to the all-wise 
Author and Designer, they leave man with 
no excuse for failing te worship and serve 
the One of whom they tell. It is God’s 
universe that brings a great indictment 
against the heathen world, for, as Paul 
points out in Romans 1, having had this 
marvelous testimony to an all-wise Crea- 
or, “they glorified him not as God, neither 
were thankful; but became vain in their 
imaginations, and their foolish heart was 
darkened” (Rom. 1:21). 

Perhaps we have known some who live 
in lands that we call civilized or Chris- 
tian, and yet who have made this same 
mistake that the heathen nations have 
made. They are willing to worship God’s 
¢reation; they admire its beauty and mar- 
vel at its wonders; and yet fail to ac- 
“knowledge the One by whose word these 
things came into being, and by whose power 
they are maintained and upheld. 

It is not enough to marvel at God’s 
wonders, he wants us to go on from this 
point into a deeper knowledge of himself 
as revealed through his Son, the Lord 
Jesus,; who is the perfect revelation of the 
One ‘to: whom nature is but a feeble guide- 
post. Let us therefore while we are en- 
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joying the work of God’s fingers turn with 
thanksgiving to that complete revelation 
found in his Word and in the person of 
his own Son, who is the “fairest of ten 
thousand”. and “the bright and morning 
star.” 
PHILADELPHIA. 
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A List of Summer Conferences 





HE Sunpay ScuHoot Times will be glad 

to send free a list of summer confer- 
ences which the Times believes are true to 
the Word‘ of God. These conferences are 
held in many parts of the United States and 
in Canada, though obviously such a list 
cannot include all the conferences held in 
North America. 

Requests for the list, accompanied by a 
three cent stamp, should be addressed to 
the Summer Conference Department, The 
Sunday School Times Company, 325 N. 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. 





For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth 
Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 








Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, amen by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


July 26 to August 1 

Mon.—Exodus 13: 17-22. God Leads a People. 

Prayer Succestions: “The Lord alone 
did lead him” (Deut. 32:12). God is both 
Author of our salvation and Finisher. God 
led Israel. His pillar of cloud, his fire 
by night, and his providence made the 
journeyings radiant with the light of 
Heaven. “The Lord alone did lead him.” 
Christ will be our guide until death or 
translation (John 10:3). Pray for the 
Victorious Life conferences at America’s 
Keswick, Keswick Grove, N. J. 
Tues.—Exodus 14 : 10-15. 

God’s Leadership Assured. 

PraYER SuGcestions: “Stand still, and 
see.” Faith has both its work and its 
rest times. Waiting for God is as neces- 
sary as working for God. Blessings at- 
tend standing, as they do walking, and 
running. “Stand still, and see the salva- 
tion of the Lord.” If we would “stand” 
more, we would see the working of God 
more. Pray for Pinebrook Bible Confer- 
ence (Box 1, Philadelphia). 
Wed.—Exodus 14 : 26-31. 

Victory through Obedience. 

Prayer Succestions: “That great work 
which the Lord did.” Obedience throws 
the switch that brings down spiritual bless- 
ings. Wonderful things come to them that 
obey God. Obedience gives power in 
prayer and service. Victory, all of grace, 
is manifested in those who surrender ioy- 
fully to his happy and holy will. Pray 
for Canada’s Keswick (for information, 
address 366 Bay Street, Toronto, Can.). 


Thurs.—Exodus 15: 11-21. The Mighty Arm. 
PraYER SuGGEsTIONS: “His right hand, 
and his holy arm, hath gotten him the 
victory” (Psa. 98:1). God’s almighty arm 
led and defended Israel. Made bare openly 
in the sight of all people, it broke the 
power of Pharaoh, and rescued Israel from 
the house of bondage. The might of that 
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Attend Third Annual 


BOARDWALK 


Bible Conference July 25 to August 22 
Enjoy cool, refreshing sea breezes along with noted 
speakers high upin beautiful neds Hall, ATLANTIC 
Hear Capt. pa Hughes Zeoli, Pettingill 
Falbvi, ete, laity. OCEAN CITY 
Sunday and Friday. 


11 A.M. and 
Cc. &. MASON, Jr. 
49 N. Jackson, Conf. Director, Atlantic City, N. J. 


THE FORT WAYNE 
BIBLE INSTITUTE 


Established in 1904. Attractive location. Modern facili- 
ties. An orthodox, interdenominational school featuring 
direct methods of Bible study. Courses leading to grad- 
uation in I) eology, Christian Education, Missions, and 
Music. Write for catalog. Address: 


BIBLE INSTITUTE FORT WAYNE, INDIANA 








PECIALLY TO 


NEW ENGLAND YOUNG PEOPLE 


We extend an invitation to send for informa- 
tion concerning four courses offered at the 
PROVIDENCE BIBLE INSTITUTE 
General Bible Canes, Bible Music Course, Pastor’s 
Course, Pre-College Course. NO T TUITION 
For farther jnformetion write to 
HOWARD W. FERRIN, President 
PROVIDENCE BIBLE INSTITUTE 
1oo State Street, Providence, Rhode Island 


JUNIATA COLLEGE 


HUNTINGDON, PA. 
“SET IN THE MIDST OF A THOUSAND HILLS” 


Accommodations for only a few 
additional enrollments 


CHARLES C. ELLIS, Ph.D., D.D., PRESIDENT 














1937 ERIESIDE 


Bible Conferences 
On the Shore of Lake Erie 


More than a quarter of a century of unchanged 
Bible Conference management, DR. HERBERT 
MACKENZIE, Director, a pioneer in Bible 
Conferences. 


Three Profitable and Attractive Summer Bible 
‘erences at Erieside, Willowick, Ohio, 
near eland 


The Twenty-Ninth Annual 


Summer Conference 
JULY 16th to JULY 25th 


The Twelfth Annual 


Conference for Boys 
JULY 31st to AUGUST 9th 


Fifth Annual Conference for 


Young Business Women 
SEPT. 4th to SEPT. Gth 
Dr. Northcote Deck, 


TEACHERS M.B., €.H.M.; Profes- 


sor W. H. Wrighton; Professor R. R. Fritsch ; 
Dr. Albert Hughes; Dr. W. L. Pettingill; Rev. 
Cc. A. Mackenzie; Rev. Isaac Page, D.D.; Dr. 
R. V. Bingham; Dr. H. W. Bieber; Dr. Norman 
B. Harrison; Missionaries from Five Continents. 


e 
SPECIAL FEATURES 


Daily Missionary Hour, Great Missionary Rally 
and Missionary Dedication Service. 
Rally of Hebrew Mission Workers. 

A Lakeside Resort— Swimming, Tennis. 
Make Early Reservations for Hotel Accommodations. 
Write for folder containing full information. 
ADDRESS: 


HERBERT MACKENZIE, D.D. 
BOX 328, WILLOUGHBY, OHIO 











In ordering goods, or in making inquiry 
concerning anything advertised in this paper, 
you will oblige the publishers, as well as the 
advertiser, by stating that you saw the adver- 
tisement in The Sunday School Times. 
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We regret exceedingly that there simply were not enough 
steamship accommodations available to provide space for 
all of the large number of readers and friends who wanted 


to join the Fifth Annual 


CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP 
ALASKA CRUISE 


Bookings for Alaska sailings have been heavier again this 


year, indicati 


ng the ever-growing popularity of this scenic va- 


cation cruise. This trend has been developing steadily since 
1934 and the additional steamships placed in service have not 
been equal to the extrademands of the summer cruise season. 


The beauty of 
Alaska’s Scenery is 
beyond i 


Christian Fellowship travelers on 
this cruise, starting from Chicago 
July 12, are seeing the beauties 
of the American Northwest, the 
Canadian Rockies, Seattle, Van- 
couver, Lake Louise and Banff and 
they are enjoying the long, south- 
western Alaska cruise,allthe way to 
Seward. This is the most complete 
trip in Alaska travel, and a bar- 
gain which is readily appreciated. 


Join now for 1938 


Naturally we can understand the 
keen disappointment of those who 
were not able to find room in this 
year’s party. To make certain of 





this vacation pleasure next year, 
we urge them to plan now for the 
1938 Christian Fellowship Alaska 
Cruise. 

If you are one of those who think 
you may wish to go along, send in 
your name and address now. The 
printed itinerary and information 
about the cruise will be sent you 
as soon as it is off the press early 
next year. By requesting this pro- 
spectus you will not obligate your- 
self in any way but you will have 
the first opportunity to select ac- 
commodations if you wish to go. 
You are heartily invited to be a 
member of this congenial group. 


Please address— 

MR. JOHN LANE, JR., Associate Editor 
The Sunday School Times 

$25 North 13th Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


(Lesson for Aug. 1) July 17,1937: 


power is. needed now: in -homes, churches, 
and communities. God’s arm. hath still -its 
ancient power. Pray. for Camp. Tappuah 
(under the auspices of Columbia Bible Col- 
lege), Asheville, N. C. 


Fri—Psalm 77: 11-28. The Almighty Leader: 
Prayer Succestions: “Thou leddest thy 
people.” Divine leadership is the privilege 
of the Church. The appalling loss of the 
hand of God is seen everywhere. ° “Sav- 
iour, like a shepherd lead us; much we 
neéd thy tenderest care.” When you can 
truly say, “Thou leddest,” your life will 
have its proper glory. Pray for Camp 
Pinnacle conferences (R. F. D., Voorhees- 
ville, N. Y¥-.). 
Sat.—Psalm 90: 1-12. Our Help in the Lord. 
Prayer Succestions: “So teach us.” 
Note the word “SO.” Degree of divine 
teaching is important. The cutting short 
of God’s teaching is dangerous. . Ask the 
Lord SO to teach you that you may well 
number your days, and apply your heart to 
wisdom. Pray for Odosagih Bible Con- 
ference, Machias, N.Y. 


Sun.—Psalm 37 : 1-7. Trusting in God. 

Prayer SuGcestTions: Faith in God is 
the great panacea for spiritual ills. Does . 
the world fret you? Evildoers may com- 
pass you round, but faith will make a way 
of escape. Some one has said: “The devil 
may wall us in; but God will never allow 
him to put on the roof.” Pray for Cana- 
dian Christian Camps (81 Bloor St., W. 
Toronto, Can.). 
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Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, payable in 
advance, for either old or new subscribers, 
in the United States and Possessions. 
These rates include postage. 

$2.25—One copy, or any number. of 
copies less than five, $2.25 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $8.75. 

$1.75—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.75 each, per year. 

CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

For each Canadian subscription add 25 cents 
to these rates for postage. For each foreign 
subscription add 50 cents for postage. 

INTRODUCTORY SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Strictly introductory, or Get-Acquainted 
subscriptions, 25 cents for one period of 
ten weeks, either singly or in clubs. 
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